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Memorial Day 
By Frances Pender Carver 
EMORIAL Day—and there is 
Sorrow in my heart!— 
A loneliness that will not 
Go away.— , 
I weep, for oh, I'm thinking now 
Of yesterday, that unforgotten 
Yesterday—when you, beloved, 
Fell asleep. 
Memorial Day—and yet 
I sorrow not as those 
Who have no hope! 
For I believe—I know 
Christ conquered death! 
He holds the key! 
And when He comes 
To gather in His own, 
He'll bring you back 
To me. 





“Will You Accept a Call . . .?” 


Many parents with sons and daugh- 
ters away from home have gotten used 
to hearing the long-distance telephone 
operator ask, “Will you accept’a call 
from ?” In most Christian fam- 
ilies they gladly say, “Yes.” They do 
not stop to ask the operator how much 
it is going to cost them. In the last 
year and a half the parents in the fam- 
ilies connected with the martyrdom of 
the five missionaries in Ecuador have 
received long-distance calls at all hours 





of the day and night, bringing in all 
sorts of messages—heart-rending, sym- 
pathetic, perplexing, thrilling, amazing, 
encouraging. Sometimes when the bell 
rings a silent prayer goes up for grace 
to receive what may be spoken, and 
afterward sometimes hearts are filled 
with sorrow, sometimes with thanks- 
giving. Christian fathers and mothers 
who have loving sons and daughters 
away from home can hardly restrain 
their enthusiasm when the operator asks 
whether the call .will be accepted, and 
it is received with alacrity and eager- 
ness to hear that beloved! voice. And 
so it is when the husband or wife is 
away from a happy home. The ore 
who is there and answers the phone 
does not stop to count the cost and does 
not want to wait five seconds in getting 
the call. Family life abounds in illus- 
trations of God’s relations to His chil- 
dren, and in this familiar feature of 
our modern life we see another picture 
of the many-sided love of God. “Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him,” or, 
has compassion on them (Psa. 103:13). 
Whatever love earthly fathers have for 
their children, God’s.love for His own 
is greater; ‘and however great a hus- 
band’s love for his wife may be, Christ’s 


for the Church is greater, fuller, deeper. 
At the cost of His own life, the Lord 
Jesus opened the lines to Heaven for 
all who come to God by Him. God 
loves to hear His children’s voices, and 
there is neyer any question as to 
whether He will accept a cal] from one 
who comes in the name of His Son. As 
every human illustration falls short of 
divine realities, so this one breaks down 
at certain points. When we try to make 
a long-distance call the operator may 
say, “All the trunks are busy,” or we 
may be cut off even after we have 
started talking; sometimes more money is 
needed at a pay station. But these things 
do not happen when we come to God in 
prayer. Christ has, in a sense, paid in 
advance for all the calls His people 
make, and, if our hearts are right, no 
one else can cut us off. Though it is 
hard for us to realize, yet His delight 
in hearing us is echoed in these words, 
“Let me hear thy voice; for sweet is 
thy voice” (Song of Sol. 2:14); and we 
are invited to “come boldly unto the 
throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16). Again He 
says, “Call unto me, and I will answer 
thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things which thou knowest not” (Jer. 
33:3). 


Is Dr. Schweitzer a Good Theologian? 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


R. ALBERT SCHWEITZER, .Luth- 
eran parson’s son, is a brilliant 
man and devoted physician, well 

worthy of the Nobel Prize given him. 
But there are others in Africa, India, 
and elsewhere, scores of them, doing as 
much or more, who get little publicity. 

Dr. Schweitzer seems to fight shy of 
the title “missionary.” Perhaps it in- 
volves too certain commitment to evan- 
gelical truth and perhaps, among many 
better reasons, that is why the world 
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“When he putteth forth his own 
sheep, he goeth before them” 
(John 10:4). 











and the Modernist theologian are so 
interested in him, 

In Hermann Hagedorn’s biography of 
Schweitzer (p. 159; Macmillan Co., New 
York 11; $3.50), the writer says of one 
of Dr. Schweitzer’s volunteer assistants, 
“When in the steaming heat her enthu- 
siasm occasionally flagged, he (Dr. 
Schweitzer] summoned Goethe to her 
side and a new energy came.”1 That 
probably explains his religious orienta- 
tion, 

That Dr. Schweitzer is a magnificent 
musician and devoted servant of the 





1 Theodore Parker’s religious opinions gen- 
erally coincided with those of Dr. Schweitzer, 
but not regarding Goethe, whom he called 
“frivolous and selfish .. . he broke the heart 
of pure, good Frederika V. Sessenheim, 
cruelly and wantonly.” (“Life,” p. 298.) 
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afflicted goes without saying, but is he 
a notable theological thinker? His dis- 
covery that Christ’s point of view was 
eschatological lies on the surface of the 
New Testament and needed no discovery. 
He thinks to prove that Jesus believed 
His second coming impending and 
therein was mistaken; hence not divine. 
This logical chain he bases on Jesus’ 
words in Matthew 10:23, “Ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come.” “The dis- 
ciples made the rounds and came back. 
Nothing had happened. The world was 
quite as it had been. Jesus was in 
error.” 

ThiS is not necessary reasoning. The 
story of the sending forth of the Twelve 
is told in both Matthew 10 and Luke 9. 
In verse 27 of Luke 9, Jesus says, 
“There be some standing here, which 
shal] not taste of death, till they see the 
kingdom of God.” After eight days, 
three of the apostles did see His glory 
(v. 32) in the Transfiguration and in 
the pgesence of the Father. This was a 
foretaste of the Kingdom of God. Peter 
tells of it in 2 Peter 1:16-18. He de- 
scribes it as “the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and says, 
“We ... were eyewitnesses of his ma- 
jesty.” 

In Matthew 10:23, Jesus says: “Ye 
shall not have gone_over the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of man be come.” 
Apparently He was referring to the 
same event, the Transfiguration, the 
vision of which was given to fortify 
the disciples’ courage and faith. In 
Luke 9:44, the disciples were informed 
of the fate that was to befall the Lord 
Jesus and again were prepared for it 
by the Transfiguration experience. For 
in Matthew 10:24 they were told that 
the disciple was not above his master. 
They were not to fear those who kill 
the body. The Transfiguration showed 
them what was coming in the full mani- 
festation of the Kingdom of God. They 
were told that this wonderful predic- 
tive vision would occur presently, al- 
most before they had finished their 
mission to the cities of Israe]. This was 
the “coming,” the parrhousia, to which 
Peter referred in his Second Epistle. 
They were not to finish their mission 
nor to experience death before a typical 
vision of the Son of man coming in His 
Kingdom was to be given them. 

There is nothing very recondite in 
this, nothing forced. It is a common- 
place of Bible study, yet apparently hid 
from the eyes of Dr. Schweitzer. The 
Lord Jesus’ prediction in Matthew 10, 
rather than an error, was proof of His 
prophetic gifts, of His foreknowledge. 

That the Lord Jesus did not anticipate 
His second coming in His lifetime is 
clear from His parables. The lord of 
the vineyard went into a far country 
and for a long time (Luke 20:9). The 
nobleman went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom and to 
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return (Luke 19:12). The Son of man 
is as a man taking a far journey -(Mark 
13:34). Much of the Apocalyptic Dis- 
course (Matt. 24) presupposes long pe- 
riods crowded with  catastrophical 
events. And although the Lord Jesus 
correctly predicted the soon destruc- 
tion of the Jewish state, in that very 
generation in fact, He categorically 
stated that the day of His second coming 
knew neither man, angel, nor the Son 
Himself, but the Father only (Mark 
13: 32). 

Dr. Schweitzer, in “Out of My Life 
and Thought” (p. 65), speaks of “the 
satisfaction I could not help feeling at 
having solved so many historical rid- 
dles about the existence of Jesus.” He 
tells of the mountain of books about 
Jesus piled in his study which he had 
gone through. I think he “failed to see 
the wood for the trees.” 

Follows another instance of his sur- 
face thinking. 

“Jesus would have set his face against 
those who would have liked to attribute 
to him a divine infallibility,” says Dr. 
Schweitzer (p. 72), “just as he pointed 
out to the young man who addressed 
him as ‘Good Master’ that God alone is 
good.” 

In Romans 6:23 Paul wrote, “The gift 
of God is eternal life’; in Ephesians 2:9, 
“Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” This testimony to free grace as 
contrasted with human works is just 
what the Lord Jesus is here teaching. 

In the three first Gospels the story 
of the blessing of the children brought 
to the Lord Jesus immediately precedes 
that of the rich young ruler. The Holy 
Spirit placed these two narratives in 
close relation because of their joint the- 
ological relationship. The first teaches 
the gift of grace; the second, the futility 
of works. The key words of the first 
are, “Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein” (Mark 10:15). 
A little child has no possessions nor can 
it do anything. In the second, the rich 
young ruler, running in breathless 
haste, asks with irreverent assurance, 
“Good Master [or rabbi], what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18.) 
He spoke of Jesus as to a teacher who 
could easily tell him how he could easily 
get into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

That was the line of Socrates. Man 
is by nature good. Only tell him the 
right road and he will take it. It has 
been the teaching of all Unitarian 
rabbis from Channing and Parker down 
to Dr. Harry E. Fosdick. 

The Lord Jesus’ answer throws. light 
on what Unitarians consider a bastion 
of their belief. They think that Jesus 
here acknowledged His nature to be 
sinful. Far otherwise was it! 

There is an ellipsis here, a-very obvi- 
ous one. “Why callest thou me good 
(rabbi) as if a rabbi, however good, 
could lead the way into eternal life? 
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There is none good enough to give eter- 
nal life but God.” That He was refer- 
ring to His deity is indicated by the 
following consideration. 

Elsewhere in the Gospels He claimed 
to have power to forgive sins and as a 
consequence was charged by His ene- 
mies with usurping the prerogative of 
Deity. He did not deny it. In fact, 
He insisted that it was as easy and as 
fitting for Him to forgive the paralytic’s 
sins as to give him a restored body. 

Would such a Saviour, in the light of 
such claims, declare Himself a sinful 
man? That’s inconceivable. 

Those who insist that here Jesus con- 
fessed Himself a sinner should desig- 
nate His sins. They could do it only 
in the face of His own challenging ques- 
tion, “Which of you convinceth me of 
sin?” (John 8:46.) It would also be in 
opposition to the affirmations of His 
closest associates and disciples. 

Certainly they could not charge Him 
with the gross sins which the Decalogue, 
here quoted, specifies. In the parallel 
account (Matt. 19:21) the Lord Jesus 
fixed the norm not merely of goodness 
but of perfection.. “If thou wilt be per- 
fect, go and sell that thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure in heaven.” : 

Judged by that standard, the Lord 
Jesus was perfect. He abandoned the 
treasures of Heaven, lived on the char- 
ity of others, had no place to lay His 
head, gave to poor humanity not only 
His worn body but His very life for its 

(Continued on page 416) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Doubts of John the Baptist 


Could you take time to explain 
Matthew 11:2-11; Luke 7:19-23? We 
had this in our lesson February 10 
and I agreed with all I found in the 
TImMeEs concerning it, but in the 
——————- quarterly I understood 
them to say that John the Baptist 
doubted that Jesus was the Messiah. 
I find this hard to believe, because of 
John’s witness in John 1:29-36. Would 
not John be unsaved if he doubted 
Jesus was his Saviour? And had 
doubts so soon? I like to think that 
John was sure that Jesus was his 
Saviour and was now asking if He 
was to restore the Jewish Kingdom. 
It seems_a natural question for any 
Jew to ask, for the Old Testament 
prophecy seems not too clear on this. 
The two advents seem to run together 
and the Jews had every reason to 
wish for a good King of their own. 
John would be no exception as he 
was now in jail for preaching to 
wicked King Herod. 

Also what did Jesus mean in Mat- 
thew 11:11 and Luke 7:28 when He 
said, “He that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he”? He 
could not be referring to Himself as 


(Continued on page 429) 
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Mother as a Missionary in the Home 


Is the training of your children drudgery 


or a high privilege? 
“RB UT ye shall receive power, after 


that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). Thus spoke the Lord Jesus to 
His disciples just before His ascension. 
And He says the same to us. 

Women of the church, through their 
missionary societies, are usually zeal- 
ous to be witnesses through their rep- 
resentatives in the uttermost parts of 
the earth. They usually do not neglect 
to support workers in Samaria. Some- 
times they do not attend as much to 
those in Judea. But what about Jeru- 
salem? What about your home town 
and mine? 

It is doubtless easier to sew and give 
and pray for others to witness than it 
is to witness ourselves, But, how can 
we busy mothers be witnesses or mis- 
sionaries? Does the Lord expect us to 
neglect our homes and go out and 
preach on the street corners? Does He 
want us to hire baby sitters while we 
go speak in the missions in town? 

I thoroughly believe that a mother 
has the obligation first and chiefly to 
be a missionary within the four walls 
of her,home. “Thou shalt teach... 
thy children,” says our God (Deut. 
6:7). I believe it is a mother’s most 
important task, more important than 
providing nourishing food and warm, 
clean clothing, to provide food for the 
soul of her little ones and the garments 
of Christ’s righteousness. We have a 
glorious Christian heritage. It is our 
duty and high privilege to transmit it 
sto the immortal souls entrusted to our 
care by God. 


Four Things We Must Teach Children 


How are we to be witnesses to our 
children? What shall we teach them? 
The home has been called the chil- 
dren’s first school, and that makes us 
mothers their first and most important 
teachers. Let us think together about 
four things we must teach these pupils 
of ours. 

First, we must teach our children the 
magnificent truth that God is the center 
of all life. ' The child, from the time he 
is able to sit in the high chair, should 
know what it is to recognize God as 
the Giver of all his gifts and the One 
to whom thanks is to be rendered for 
all His benefits. From the time he is 


able to kneel by his bed he should know 
what it is to recognize God as the One 
who kept him all the day and in whom 
he can rest for care throughout the 


night. 


Mrs. Ellis is the mother of seven 
young children—three boys and four 
girls. Her husband is the Rev. 
Charles H. Ellis, minister of the 
Knox Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
Silver Spring, Md. Together they 
are bringing up their children “in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,” and it is refreshing to read 
of a home where God is put first, 
the Scriptures are believed and 
taught, obedience is required, and 
the children learn early that the 
Christian life is the happiest there 
is. Thank God, there are hundreds, 
doubtless thousands, of other homes 
like this in our land, but there ought 
to be many more. 








The atmosphere of the home should 
be one permeated with God-conscious- 
ness. To many of us, reared in homes 
where God is mentioned only in prayer, 
or perhaps not then, it is awkward to 
speak easily of Him. But as we read the 
Scriptures we cannot but see that this 
is what God expects of His people. “I 
will bless the Lord at all times,” said 
the psalmist. Throughout the Bible we 
see God spoken of as our Maker, our 
Ruler, our Redeemer. Do we ever ac- 
knowledge this in our conversation? Do 
we even think of these things as much 
as we ought? 

I visited a Christian friend in whose 
home God truly is recognized. Sud- 
denly she said, “Oh, you haven't seen 
the new dining room furniture the Lord 
gave us.” I was surprised. Her hus- 
band has a responsible position and they 
had purchased a lovely suite of furni- 
ture. But to her it still was a gift from 
God. She is right, of course, and as 
we think upon it we recognize that too 
often we fail to give God the thanks 
for material blessings He enables us to 
enjoy. We should be creating in our 
home this atmosphere in which God's 
presence is clearly felt and His hand 
seen as He blesses. 

One night when Ray was nine he was 
brimming over with warmth and hap- 
piness as I tucked him into bed. “I’m 
just so happy,” he explained, “about 
everything in general.” “That’s wonder- 
ful,” I said. “When you feel that way, 
don’t you think it would be appropriate 
to thank the Lord in a special way?” 
“I did,” he answered promptly. t 

A home where God dwells may have 
sorrows, but there is no cause for ten- 
sion or panic. When sickness comes 
there is the Great Physician to whom 
to go for help. When death comes thére 
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is the assurance that “death is swal- 
lowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:54). 
“In him we live, and move, and have 
our being” (Acts 17:28). “For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen” (Rom. 11:36). : 

We do not teach this to our children 
by a lecture once a week.. We teach 
it by our conversation, as we speak 
naturally and lovingly of Him day by 
day. We teach it by our lives, lived 
in humble submission to His will, in 
grateful dependence upon His grace. 
Our home ideally is, as.far as is pos- 
sible in this world of sin, a kind of re- 
flection of and preview of our heavenly 
Home. 

Second, we must teach our children 
the destructive effect of sin in this 
world. Sin is a word hated and 
shunned in many quarters. Christian 
Scientists deny its existence. Liberal 
theologians gloss over it. Modern edu- 
cators prefer to speak of maladjust- 
ments. But sin is as real as it is per- 
nicious and hideous. We see it in the 
lives of all men—and in our own hearts. 
We see its destructive effects in nature, 
visited by God’s curse. Our children 
must be taught to recognize sin for 
what it really is. They must be taught 
that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23). “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). 


Disobedience Is Sin 


How we fail here as Christian par- 
ents! Our child disobeys. How likely 
we are to overlook his offense, to ex- 
cuse it because of his cuteness, his 
youth, his forgetfulnmess—or our own 
laziness! Disobedience to parents is dis- 
pleasing to God who is the center of 
our lives, upon whom we depend for 
our every breath. Disobedience is sin. 
Did not God say, “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right”? 
(Eph. 6:1.) 

As parents we must know God’s Law 
as we find it presented throughout His 
Word. We need to take time every day 
to read our Bibles, both to derive 
strength for ourselves and to equip us 
for transmitting His will to our little 
ones. We need to see that it is hidden 
in the hearts of our children that they 
may not sin against Him. How impor- 
tant it is for us to know the Law of 
God! Paul writes in Romans 7:7, “I 
had not known sin, but by the law: for 
I had not known lust, except the law 
had said, Thou shalt not covet.” 

Can children know what sin is, 
though? I remember reading that chil- 
dren have no real concept of morality, 
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according to a contemporary psychiatrist. 
Take the word of a mother against his 
that children do have a real concept 
of morality. When the green-eyed 
dragon of jealousy has been manifested 
in our house, one of the children has 
often reminded, “Thou shalt not covet 
thy sister’s dress!” When someone in- 
dulges in self-praise, he may hear, “Let 
another man praise thee, and not thine 
own mouth” (Prov. 27:2). . 

The Christian home is not a place 
where there is no sin, but it is a place 
where sin is recognized for what it is 
because of the knowledge of God’s Law. 


Third, we must see to it that our 
children recognize the need of spir- 
itual rebirth in God’s own way, as set 
forth in the Scriptures. Another con- 
temporary psychiatrist whom I read 
spoke of the harmful effects upon a 
child of the teaching of his sinfulness. 
He declared that such teaching causes 
to develop in the child a “guilt com- 
plex” which is very injurious to his emo- 
tional health and growth. This gentle- 
man is partly correct, as far as he goes; 
and, being a pagan himself, he can go 
no further. We are only beginning 
when we point out to Johnny his sin. 
Now we must point out to him the 
remedy for his sin: faith in the Saviour 
who loved him and died on the cross 
to save him from his sin, according to 
the Scripture. 

Perhaps you have heard, as I have, 
of children of Christian homes who 
were trained in the Scriptures all their 
young lives and yet never were actually 
faced with the question, “What will you 
do with Jesus?” That had to be the 
work of an outsider, an evangelist or 
zealous Christian layman. Think of it! 
The parents should have that honor. 
They should not assume that their chil- 
dren are saved without presenting the 
Gospel to them directly. They should 
not let their children think they can 
ride to Heaven on their parents’ coat- 
tails or apron strings. And children 
will think just that. One day I heard 
Carol (then four) expressing to Dotty 
(then seven) how “mad” she would be 
if she went to hell. “Oh,” said Dotty, 
“you don’t have to worry. Your father’s 
a minister!” 

Let us not think that children are 
too’ young to worry about salva- 
tion. “Those that seek me early shall 
find me,” we readin Proverbs 8:17. 
Children who are not yet confirmed in 
sin, made slaves to sinful habits, arro- 
gant in their'own wisdom, are as a rule 
more open to the Gospel and more ac- 
cessible than adults. And listen to this 
incident from a Sunday school class: 
The teacher was explaining the need of 
children to accept Christ as their own 
personal Saviour. One girl was simply 
not interested and said quite frankly 
that she was too young to concern her- 
self about anything so serious as that. 
A twelve-year-old boy, who was from 
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an unbelieving home which had re- 
cently been saddened by the death of 
his eight-year-old brother, rebuked her: 
“You don’t know how long ‘you will 
live. Look at my brother. You might 
go down the street this afternoon and 
get run over.” 


Please do not think this is a morbid - 


way to present salvation .to a child. It 
is a necessary thing for them to realize 
this aspect of the subject. But the child 
should regard the Christian life chiefly 
as a life in the here and now, a life 
outside of which there is no real hap- 
piness in this vale of tears. 

When God created man, He created 
him “in his own image in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness, with do- 
minion over the creatures.” With the 
coming of sin this image of God in man 
was marred. Still man has vestiges of 
knowledge and righteousness; but how 
blurred in us has God’s image become! 

Fourth, then, as mothers we must 
seek to restore, by the aid of God’s own 
Holy Spirit, this image of God in our 
children, This is what we call Chris- 
tian education. As mothers we cannot 
save our children’s souls. Nor can we 
restore in them the image of God. But 
we can recognize ourselves as instru- 
ments in God’s hand. We can recognize 
our task in the home as God-given and 
God-blessed. And we can bend every 
effort to carry on a concerted program 
of Christian education in the young 
lives entrusted to us. . 

The law is useful not only to show 
us our sin and need of a Saviour. It is 
essential for us as Christians as a guide 
to holy living. 

As Christian parent-teachers we 
should be building up in our homes a 
library of Christian books to help us in 
our task. A teacher has two kinds 
of books on her shelves: books to help 
her become a better teacher, and books 
for use by her pupils. We need both 
kinds in our homes. Read the reviews 
in Christian periodicals. Peruse the 
catalogues of Christian publishing com- 
panies. Make investments for eternity 
by buying Christian books. 

We are speaking of the home, but we 
know that the home alone cannot ac- 
complish this task of the Christian edu- 
cation of our children. What kind of 
school is performing for us that part 
of the job that we cannot do ourselves? 
Is it a school which will build upon the 
foundation we are beginning at home? 
Is it a school whose goal is to restore 
in our children the image of God? Is 
it a Christian school? 


How, then, are we to be missionaries 
in our own home? First, we must teach 
our children the truth that God is the 
center of all living. Second, we must 
teach them the destructive effect of sin 
in the physical universe and in the lives 
of men. Third, we must teach them 
their need of salvation from sin, through 
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faith in God’s Son. And fourth, we 
must strive, with the help of God, to 
restore in them the image of.God which 
was theirs at creation. 

Now, here is how we may, in our 
own homes, reach out even unto Judea 
and Samaria and the uttermost parts 
of the earth. We should present the 
challenge of missions to our own chil- 
dren. We should point out to them the 
responsibility and reward of full-time 
service for our Lord. And we should 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the har- 
vest that He will honor us by sending 
forth our children as laborers into the 
harvest, for the fields are white. but 
the laborers are few. 

Some of the books that are favorites 
in our home are missionary books. How 
thrilling to the child-heart are the dar- 
ing tales of these servants of God in 
distant lands! And what an impression 
their holy lives make on the child. Do 
you remember the death of Livingstone, 
how his faithful black friends found 
him on his knees at prayer much too 
long and discovered he had died thus? 
After reading this one Sunday after- 
noon, Ray retold the story to me as I 
was tucking him into bed. “I’d like to 
die like that,” he said simply. 

What kind of missionaries are we in 
our own homes? Are we praying 
enough? Are we actually studying to 
show ourselves approved unto God? 
Can it be said of us, “For her to live, 
is Christ’? And are we “apt to teach”? 
This is a task too big for us. We can- 
not accomplish it ourselves. But we are 
instruments in God’s hand, used”*by Him 
to fashion young lives. What a fearful 
responsibility! What unspeakable joy! 
Look to the Lord and fear not. His 
hand is steady and will not falter. 


SILVER SPRING, Mp. 


Dr. Schweitzer 


(Continued from second page) 


sins. And he received the reward of 
perfect obedience and perfect renuncia- 
tion, the united praise of worlds upon 
worlds (Phil. 2). 

He was perfect in that He blessed 
them that.cursed Him and in that He 
did good to them that hated Him, prayed 
for those who despitefully used and 
persecuted Him — perfect on _ these 
grounds even as our Father in Heaven 
is perfect (Matt. 5:44 48). 

There is a touch of grandiloquence 
in Dr. Schweitzer’s words, “I find it no 
light task to follow my vocation to put 
pressure on the Christian faith to rec- 
oncile itself in all sincerity with his- 
torical truth.” 

What he really is attempting to do is 
to reconcile Christian truth with his 
personal presuppositions, especially his 
prejudice against the teaching of 
Christ’s divine nature. 
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Jews Are Accepting New Testaments 


As representatives of the Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc., 
find open hearts in Israel, Latin America, and the United States 


N ALL of our twent¥ years of giving 

God’s Word to the Jews in the Holy 
Land through the co-operation of mis- 
sionaries and Christian workers, I have 
never known the Jews to be so hungry 
to receive and to read the Word of God 
as they are today! 

A missionary in the land of Israel 
who uses her car to spread God’s Word 
among the Jews, and who takes other 
missionaries with her to help in the 
work, writes: 

“The Lord did great things for us! 
He went before us and prepared the 
way. 
gladly the people in the cities and also 
in the small settlements took the New 
Testaments. Some even ran out from 
offices and workshops to get a copy of 
the New Testament. In the larger 
cities, we hardly got started in offering 
the Testaments on the street until we 
were surrounded by great crowds eager 
to receive the Word of God. Our bags 
in which we carried the Testaments 
were soon empty. Then the people 
followed us to the car, as they were so 
eager to receive the New Testament. 
On the four days’ trip we gave out more 
than 650 Hebrew New Testaments and 
about 300 in other languages. Oh, that 
many may find eternal life through be- 
lieving that Jesus is the Messiah and 
Saviour! 

“We visited in several kibbutzim 
[communal settlements] and in a vil- 
lage, where we went from door to door. 
It was glorious to find hungry and pre- 
pared hearts.’ We went two by two, and 
we were invited into the Jewish homes 
and could witness to the people. Every 
house gladly received a New Testament. 
It was indeed marvelous in our eyes and 
we praise our Heavenly Father.” 


In another letter, the missionary 


writes: 

“I sat down and counted the number 
of towns and villages we visited this 
past year in distributing the Word of 
God. It totaled 140. Some of these 
were large villages, and some very 
small. Some were on the main roads, 
and some in far and out-of-the-way 
places, where there is not even a road 
for a car to drive to them. Some were 
built on the rocks, or along the seashore; 
some were in the hills high up, or down 
in the valleys; some were below sea 
level—all of them in the beautiful land 
of His choice, Israel. Oh, what a priv- 
ilege and joy to give to these Jews the 
New Testaments in their languages, and 
to tell them of their Saviour-Messiah 
who paid the price of our redemption 


It was wonderful to see how. 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


on Calvary, and rose again from the 
dead! , 

“We are so thankful to the donors of 
your campaign who make it possible for 
us to give out these New Testaments 
to Jews here in Israel—the land where 
our Saviour. trod.” 


Saved From Suicide 


The Lord is also wondrously blessing 
our campaign for giving New Testa- 
ments to Jews in Latin America—Mex- 
ico, Central America, and South Amer- 
ica. A friend of ours, Mrs. Else 
Rosenberg, labored for many years 
among the Jews in South America. The 
Lord gave wondrous blessing. When 
Mrs. Rosenberg visited us in Philadel- 
phia, she told us the following remark- 


‘able experience: 


“Years ago a skillful Jewish engineer 
and his wife and their six-year-old son 
came from Austria to Uruguay, South 
America, seeking work and a new life 
away from Nazi oppression. However, 
as months went by, the man was un- 
able to find work except as a peon, 
a degraded servant, hardly earning 
enough for food to keep their souls 
and bodies together. Their circum- 
stances became so intolerable that the 
husband and wife contemplated family 
Suicide, but the innocent eyes of their 
child delayed its fulfillment. 

“One day, in utter despair, this Jew- 
ish man passed by our mission home 
in Montevideo. His eyes fell on a Scrip- 
ture sign on the front of the mission: 
‘What shall it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?’ 
His knees trembled as he read that 
verse again and again. Almost at the 
point of collapse he entered the mission 
hall and told his entire story. We wept 
with him. We opened the Scriptures 
to him and they drew him as a magnet 
out of the pit of despair. We gave 
him a New Testament.and he and his 
wife read it all that night. 

“The next morning the three of them 
came to our home. The Holy Spirit did 
a mighty work in their hearts. Through 
God’s Word, they came in their great 
agony to the cross, and found pardon 
and peace and comfort and eternal life. 
Not long afterward, both of them found 
profitable employment. They went on 
valiantly serving the Lord. The man 
became a pillar in our evangelical group 
in Montevideo. He is now manager of 
three factories. Oh, what power the 
Word of God has to deliver and to 
transform Jewish lives! It saved these 
despairing Jews from suicide and made 
them bright witnesses for their Saviour- 
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Messiah. Let us give God’s Word to 
the Jews in Latin America and through- 
out the world.” 

Mrs. Rosenberg has now returned to 
South America to take charge of our 
campaign there. Before returning, she 
wrote: 

“The Jews in Latin America need to 
be awakened to the fact that Jesus is 
the Messiah of the Jews and the Sav- 
iour of the world. It is my desire, with 
the help of God, to reach the Jews in 
all the cities where there are large Jew- 
ish communities. I feel the burden that 
New Testaments must speedily be given 
to hungry-hearted Jews so that they 
can find in Christ Jesus, the Bread of 
Life and their long-awaited Messiah.” 


Great Hunger for God’s Word 


In a recent letter Mrs. Rosenberg 
tells of the great hunger for God’s Word 
among the Jews in Buenos Aires, South 
America. She writes: “Your heart 
would leap for joy if you could see the 
great opportunity here to give God's 
Word to His Chosen People. Never since 
apostolic days has there been such a 
manifest hunger among Jews for the 
Word of God. In a recent street meet- 
ing we conducted in a Jewish district, 
over 300 Jews listened reverently to 
the Gospel messages. When the pastor 
preachers had finished their messages, 
I offered a New Testament to any Jew 
who would read it from cover to cover. 
They pressed upon me in their eager- 
ness to get the copies. They called out, 
‘For me, please, in Spanish.’ ‘For me, 
German.’ ‘For me, Yiddish. Many 
asked also for Hebrew Testaments. We 
gave out 200 New Testaments and would 
have given more but our supply was: 
exhausted. Many Jews gave us their 
address or took our address so they 
could secure a New Testament from us.” 


Saved by Reading the Word 


Mrs. Rosenberg writes further: 

“Ten years ago, I visited a Jewish 
family in Buenos Aires. They had a 
boy nine years of age. I gave the boy 
a New. Testament and told him that, if 
he would read a chapter every morning 
and every evening for a year, I would 
invite him to our home in Montevideo 
and give him a good vacation on the 
beaches there. 

“The boy wanted the vacation and 
eagerly read the New Testament night 
and morning. By the end of the year, 
Peron had closed the border of Uruguay 
and I could not fulfill my promise to 
invite the boy to Montevideo and give 
him a good vacation. Now, ten years 
later I visited this family again. The 
boy is nineteen years of age. Through 
reading the New Testament he accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. He has been bap- 
tized and is an active member of a 
Baptist church. His mother also was 
converted. through her son’s testimony. 
She has been baptized, and both are 
rejoicing in the Lord. They continue 
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faithful to the Lord in spite of the op- 
position of the father.” 

Please pray earnestly for Mrs. Rosen- 
berg and pray that pastors and Chris- 
tian workers in Central and South 
American countries may co-operate 
most heartily in the campaign, and -that 
multitudes of Jews in Latin America 
may be led to Christ through receiving 
God’s Word. 


On Miami Beach Street Corners 


An experienced Hebrew Christian 
worker among the Jews in Miami 
Beach, Fla., stands day after day, on 
a busy street corner there, giving copies 
of our Prophecy New Testament to 
Jewish people who will promise to read 
them, He wears a sign stating: “A 
New Testament will be given free to 
any Jewish person who will agree to 
read it/’ He gives away thousands of 
our Prophecy New Testaments to Jew- 
ish visitors from all over America. He 
has had the joy of leading many Jewish 
people to a saving knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He deals with them 
right on the street corner, opening the 


Balanced Meals for Your 
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precious Word of God to them, and 
proving to them from the Scriptures 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ. 

A few days ago, we received a gener- 
ous gift for our work from the Chris- 
tian manager of a big store in a South- 
ern state. He asked for more of our 
Prophecy New Testaments to give to 
Jews. The store manager said that 
many Jewish Salesmen come to sell him 
goods for his store, and he offers them 
our Prophecy New Testament. He 
writes: 

“I gave one Testament to a Jewish 
salesman who said it was the first copy 
of the Scriptures he ever had in his 
home, and through reading it he quit 
smoking and drinking. I gave another 


copy of the Testament to a Jewish sales- , 


man who lives in New York City. Later 
the salesman wrote that thieves broke 
into his car and stole everything in it 
except the Testament. He said he was 
delighted they did not take the Testa- 
ment, for he reads it every night and 
that he ‘would rather have it than all 
the other things I possess.’” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Class 


Five simple ingredients that any Sunday school teacher can use 
to make her lessons wholesome, appetizing, and nourishing 


ITAMINS, minerals, proteins, calo- 

ries! These the homemaker thinks 
of, and checks on, to be sure her fam- 
ily is getting what they need in today’s 
meals. Do you feed your Sunday school 
class something just to fill up a half 
hour? Or do you think and analyze 
to see if you have prepared a well- 
balanced spiritual meal? I have just 
caught my lazy self trying to get away 
with the former. But an afterthought 
insisted I check and see if I had in- 
cluded the requisites in the menu. I 
thought you might like to check along, 
too—on yourself! 

Then fetch along your last (or your 
next) lesson plan. Mine happens to be 
on “Knowing Jesus Better’ (Matt. 16: 
13-17), and is for Juniors. But the oc- 
casion and the consumers—whether 
three or three-score-and-three in age— 
do not alter the basic food needs. 

My names for the spiritual] meal in- 
gredients are homely and simple, with- 
out effort at alliteration or imaginative 
appeal. They are: 

Start 
Review 
Teach 
Apply 
Clinch 

Of course, the teacher always starts! 
But sometimes her class does not start 
with her! The boys are still talking 
about yesterday’s game, and the girls 
are eying Sue’s new dress. It is essen- 
tial that the start get the interest of 
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the class, and serve as an introduction 
to the lesson. It may be a question 
about familiar or strange things. It 
may be a startling statement or an in- 
triguing story. It may be an object or 
an activity project. (A mental appe- 
tizer is more essential*than a culinary 
one!) Mine was a question about how 
they got acquainted with a new boy (or 
girl), and discussion of the things that 
influenced them in forming their opin- 
ion of him. A starter, but maybe not 
too strong in interest! How is yours? 
Review. That was easy in my case. 
What were the strange things people 
saw and heard about the Lord Jesus? 
This general review from previous les- 
sons and Bible readings was a natural 
build-up to the new lesson, and included 
a specific question based on the last 
lesson. Several questions in developing 
the new lesson brought in review in- 
formation, too. That was all to the 
good. Did you get some natural review 
leads to your new lesson? Review is a 
pedagogical necessity for retention of 
material taught, and is often needed to 
set the stage for the new lesson, Some- 
times review questions may be the starter. 
Sometimes they may come at the close 
—they make an excellent time filler, if 
your plans fall short. Cook up these 
“left-overs” in an appetizing fashion! 
A quiz. Riddles. Questions around 
some topic. Review may be in the form 
of a pupil report. The teacher may 
briefly cover it in building up the new 
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lesson. Ordinarily, I prefer that a re- 
view should not be an obvious and 
stereotyped part of the lesson, but natu- 
ral and incidental. 

Teach. The new lesson may be de- 
veloped by telling, by discussion, by 
Bible study in answer to questions, 
with the use of various visual aids and 
illustrations. My method in the lesson 
under consideration seems to be mostly 
telling, with some opportunity for pupil 
participation. It centers around peo- 
ple’s different reactions to the Lord’s 
strange words and actions—(1) the un- 
believers; (2) the general public; (3) 
the disciples. As I reread it, it sounds 
rather weak and lacking in appeal to 
wide-awake young Juniors. Do you 
have a definite method of presentation 
in your plan? Is it interesting? Is it 
the best for your subject matter, and 
does it appeal to the age and interests 
of your class members? 

Apply. Do you just tell a Bible story 
and leave it there? Or do you find 
some point in it to fit the lives of your 
class as individuals? Usually the ap- 
plication comes at the close of a lesson. 
But it may be the starter. It may be 
mixed in with the teaching of the les- 
son. But is it there somewhere? Mine 
was in the form of a personal question: 
How would you answer the Lord’s ques- 
tion? 

Clinch. You may not know what it 
means to clinch a nail when you drive 
it in. Having been a country girl, to 
me it is a helpful word for this purpose! 
The Memory Verse should be a help in 
fastening the application in mind and 
heart. My devices in the specific lesson 
under consideration included a picture 
and verse poster, and assigned Bible 
stories. Here is the place for the work 
book, if one is used. (No, I do not ap- 
prove of the pupil being expected to do 
his homework before the lesson is 
taught. You can’t clinch what isn't 
there!) What means and activities do 
you use to fix the lesson and its appli- 
cation in mind and heart? 

Start; review; teach; apply; clinch. 
Do you have them all in your plan? Be 
sure you add the spice of variety in 
serving them week after week! All the 
elements may be in every lesson plan. 
But every meal will not be the same— 
far from it! 

Now for the clincher of this article! 
Rework your plan if it needs it. Or plan 
your next lesson and include all these 
essentials. Or check over this article 
to see how it used these essentials. Which 
one is not included? Why not? Or, if you 
use a teacher’s quarterly that has every 
minute of your class procedure mapped 
out “from soup to nuts,” observe how 
it handles these points. There are three 
of these clinches I myself must work 
on! So, let’s have a little prayer for 
the Master Teacher’s help in our menu 
planning, and then get to work! 
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Lesson for June 9 


| HY should a Sunday school be 


concerned with a Cradle Roll De- 
partment? Is it not time enough to en- 
list the child when he is old enough 
to enter a class and become a regular 
Sunday school pupil? 

While we may think of a child’s edu- 
cation as beginning at the age of six, 
it is the opinion of the leaders in mod- 
ern education. that the first five years 
of a child’s life are the most important 
years of his education. It has been said 
by the specialists that at the age of five, 
a child’s behavior pattern is largely set. 
Christian educators have called this pre- 
school period the most susceptible years 
of childhood. 

Since these early years make up such 
a crucial] period of life, surely the Sun- 
day school should give earnest atten- 
tion to the challenge of bringing the 
young child under the influence of the 
Gospel as early as possible. 

A Cradle Roll Department in the Sun- 
day school can serve in three ways to 
meet this need. First, it can enroll the 
new baby as a potential member of the 
Sunday school. Second, it can enlist 
and encourage proper parental training. 
Third, it can bring about a relationship 
that will connect the home with the 
church. 

By enrolling the young child, the im- 
pression is created that he already be- 
longs to the Sunday school. Later the 
step of actually bringing him to Sunday 
school and entering him in the nursery 
class will be a simple and natural one. 

The late Dr. Clarence H. Benson, a 
teacher in the field of Christian educa- 
tion for many years, made this startling 
statement: “By the age of three, parents 
have done more than half of what they 
will ever do for their child.” He also 
stated that the training of the young 
child is divided between home, kinder- 
garten, and the Sunday school, but that 
the mother is the greatest of his 
teachers. 

Mrs. Bernice T. Cory, a former high 
school teacher and now editor-in-chief 
of the Scripture Press, has stated that 
while parents usually look to the school- 
teacher as the leader in their child’s 





education, they do not realize that, by 
the time the child has started to kinder- 
garten, they have already taught him a 
language and many other things that 
form a basis for his future learning. 
Numerous, indeed, are the homes that 
are in need of the Gospel. Through 
ignorance or indifference the parents of 
these homes are not aware of what help 
and blessing the church could be to 
them. However, while these parents 
‘are not church or Gospel conscious, 
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The Challenge of the Cradle Roll 


How it may create or strengthen ties between the home and the church 


By EVELYN KOMEDAL ROALSON 


they are interested in their children. 
Ministers, speaking from many years of 
experience,’ have remarked that the 
most godless of parents are pleased to 
have a pastor pronounce a blessing on 
their child. 

The Cradle Roll worker, by reaching 
these parents, can bring about a rela- 
tionship between home and church that 
may eventually result in the salvation 
of the parents and influence, not only 
the baby on the Cradle Roll, but older 
children in the family as well. 

In homes where the parents are 
already in church, the Cradle Roll 
worker can strengthen the tie between 
church and home so that they will feel 
that the church is a most essential part 
of their family life. 

Many a mother of today has at one 
time been in Sunday school. Perhaps 
during her adolescence the world 
seemed to offer her much that was at- 
tractive and desirable, and she drifted 
away from the Sunday school and 
church. But now she has changed from 
the carefree days of careless youth. She 
feels a deep responsibility -for the pre- 
cious little lives that have been placed 
in her care. She has many questions 
for which she can hardly find answers. 
At times, she feels burdened with her 
many duties. Such a mother will wel- 
come the visit of the kindly Christian 
woman who comes to her doorstep and 
offers a promise of help. 

For the Christian woman who longs 
to take part in Christian service, but 
regrets that she has insufficient train- 
ing and ability to teach a regular class 
in Sunday school, this work presents 
a great opportunity. The qualifications 
needed are just that she has a real de- 
sire to point others to Christ, and that 
she is able to meet. people and show 
a friendly interest in them. 

In the simplest form of Cradle Roll 
work, the program consists of home 
visitation work and the keeping of rec- 
ords. In different churches there is to 
be found many variations of this work, 


but this simple type of program meets 


the essential needs. 

Several Christian publishing houses 
sell “packets” prepared for this purpose. 
These contain leaflets or pamphlets for 
distribution to the homes, and there are 
also instructions for the worker. Some 
of this literature is designed for distri- 
bution every two months, some every 
three months, and some is written to 
correlate with the changes in the nor- 
mal development of the child and the 
ensuing problems which arise. The 
visit of the worker to the homes should 
be timed according to the time sug- 
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gested by the material she is using. 

She pays a friendly call, indicates her 
sincere interest, and offers her piece of 
literature. The warmth of her friend- 
liness predisposes the parent to be in- 
terested in the leaflet which does the 
actual] teaching. The worker, however, 
should be well informed of the con- 
tents of this iterature in case any ques- 
tions should be presented. 

While primarily aimed at the spir- 
itual, the leaflets also deal with the 
many practical problems which are en- 
countered in the first two years of a 
baby’s life. For instance, there is one 
leaflet that deals with the question of 
the very important part that a father has 
to play if his child is to enjoy the emo- 
tional security that he can only have if 
he feels the love of both his parents. 

The Lord Jesus, in His earthly minis- 
try emphasized the importance of little 
children. He was displeased with the 
attitude’ of the disciples that the chil- 
dren were not of sufficient importance 
to merit His attention. He blessed these 
little ones and gave instruction to those 
present that they should “suffer [per- 
mit] the little children to come to him 
and forbid them not” (Mark 10:14). 

Surely we can expect God’s blessing 
in this work since the Saviour was so 
desirous of having the little children 
brought to Him. ‘ 


SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 
we 


Korean Orphans Left on 
Garbage Heaps and Doorsteps 


CKNOWLEDGING a gift from a 

California Christian man, the Rev. 
Dwight R. Malsbary of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions wrote recently from Korea as 
follows: 


In the letter from Dr. Chisholm, he 
mentioned a certain Po mee we both 
know well, and I ow of no better 
place to invest that gift than there. As 
I indicated above, there are some 140 
children there, ranging from tiny in- 
fants to eight or ten years old. The 
name of the institution is Sung Ai Wun. 
“Sung” means “holy,” and “Ai” means 
“love.” The superintendent is a fine 
Christian woman, and I have known 
her and the work for nearly nine years. 
It has grown from a dozen little infants 
to about 140, I think. Numbers change 
as new arrivals come. It is one grand 
struggle to provide food day by day, and 
clothing, and schooling, for those old 
enough to go to school, for all this 
group. This gift of yours will be re- 
ceived with thanks to God. I want to 
thank you on their behalf. 

While the soldiers were here, various 
units took on the support or partial 
support of nearby orphanages, but now 
that they are gone, the aid they gave, 
the food sent, the clothing given, and 
the interest shown are all gone, and 
many such places are now in dire need. 


(Continued on page 429) 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 9. BROTHERS RECONCILED 


Genesis 29 to 33; printed text, 32:24-30; 33:1-4 
Golden Text.—Even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.—Col. 3:13 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 32:24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he 
said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 


30 And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name 
of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved. 


Chap. 33:1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And 
he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and 
unto the two handmaids. 

2 And he put the handmaids and their .children foremost, 
and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph 





27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, 


Jacob. 


28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and 


with men, and hast prevailed. 


29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, 
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask 


thy name. 
after my name? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AVE you ever wondered at God’s 
H choice of Jacob over Esau? “Even 

as it is written, Jacob I loved, 
but Esau I hated” (Rom. 9:13, A.S.V.; 
see Mal. 1:2). There is so much about 
Esau that one can admire and so much 
about Jacob that is thoroughly unlovely, 
that at first sight the divine choice 
seems strange. 

Take Esau. If you admire a real mas- 
culine man, you have him in this rug- 
ged, daring man of the field. He was a 
real sportsman, who not only could 
bring down the venison but was able 
to fix it to satisfy the heartiest appetite. 
He was not without respect for the feel- 
ings of his parents, and when he dis- 
covered that his two Canaanitish wives 
were obnoxious to his mother, he made 
an attempt to please her by marrying 
a woman closer to the family, of the 
daughters of Ishmael. True, his exasper- 
ation at Jacob stirred thoughts of re- 
venge and murder, but when he met 
his brother after twenty years of ab- 
sence, his .anger melted, and he did 
everything to make it evident that, so 
far as he was concerned, bygones would 
be bygones. 

As for Jacob, while not at all effemi- 
nate, he was nevertheless a man of finer 
polish, and lived in the glow of his 
mother’s affection. He was a schemer 
from the beginning, and took advantage 
of his brother’s hunger to have him 
sign away his birthright. By even more 
despicable means he secured the pater- 
nal benediction, while all his years in 


hindermost. 


3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself 
to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell 


on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 


“ = + 4 = 


Padan-aram he played trickery against 
trickery to gain advantage over Laban 
his uncle. 

Why, then, -the divine choice of Ja- 
cob? It may be inscrutable, but we 
are not without light. For all his rug- 
ged manliness and good sportsmanship, 
Esau was a “profane person” (Heb. 12: 
16) whose interest was solely in fleshly 
appetite. His estimate of the birthright 
and the blessing was in the plane of 
the material. On the other hand, Jacob, 
for all the twists of character apparent 
in him, valued the covenant. He had 
a heart for the things of God. Finally, 
however, we must say that God chose 
Jacob, not for what he was, but for 
what He would make of him. Jacob, 
in the hands of God, became Israel. 
Esau remained Esau, the fleshly man. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 32:24—“Jacob was left alone; 
and there wrestled a man with him...” 
Having superintended the passage of 
the whole caravan over the brook, he 
was alone with his thoughts—and God. 
The “man” here is called “the angel” in 
Hosea 12:4, and is identified with God. 


Verse 25.—“. . . he touched the hollow 
of his thigh . . . Jacob’s thigh was out 
of joint .. .” Jacob’s resistance required 
an infirmity which made further wres- 
tling futile. The A.S.V. has “strained” 
in place of “out of joint.” 


Verse 26.—“. .. Let me go...I1 will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me.” 
Why the passage of Jabbok was effected 
in the nighttime we do not know, unless 
it was to hide his movements from any 
spy of Esau. The wrestling, then, was 
in the latter part of the night and until 


day began to break: Then wrestling 
gave way to clinging. 

Verse 27.—“. . . What is thy name? 

. Jacob.” He had feigned a false 
name to his father twenty years before 
(27:18, 19). Now he acknowledges his 
own name, perhaps in a spirit of con- 
fession of what the name meant—“sup- 
planter.” 

Verse 28.—“. . . no more Jacob, but 
Israel ... a prince... power with God 
and with men...” The name Israel 
Signifies “striving with God,” or, as some 
prefer, “prince of God.” Both ideas are 
doubtless in the word. It was his wres- 
tling that won him the title, 

Verse 29.—“.. . Tell me... thy name 
. . . Wherefore? ... And he blessed 
him there.” Compare Judges 13:18 
(A.S.V.) where the reason given for not 
divulging the name of the angel was 
that “it is wonderful,” past human ap- 
prehension. Perhaps this was a rebuke 
to Jacob’s overboldness. 


Verse 30.—‘Peniel: for I have seen 
God face to face .. .” Peniel] means 
“face of God.” Jacob believed that the 
angel with whom he had wrestled was 
a manifestation of God. On the basis of 
John 1:18 this would involve a Chris- 
tophany. To explain Jacob’s wonder at 
living after seeing God compare Exo- 
dus 33:20. 

Chap. 33:1.—“, . . Esau came . . . four 
hundred men... Leah... Rachel... 
the two handmaids.” The assurances of 
the angel (32:28) did not stop Jacob from 
taking precautions against Esau’s pos- 
sible enmity. By dividing the group he 
reckoned on securing the safety of most 
in case of attack. 


Verse 2—*“. . . the handmaids ... 





1957 


> name 
e, and 


d, and, 
And 
1, and 


‘emost, 
Joseph 


Limself 
rother. 
ad fell 


. Inter- 
by 


estling 


name? 

false 
before 
es his 
f con- 
-“‘sup- 


b, but 
h God 
Israel 
; some 
as are 
wres- 


name 
lessed 
13:18 
or not 
l was 
n ap- 
ebuke 


seen 
neans 
at the 
i was 
sis of 
Shris- 
ler at 
Exo- 


, four 
Bis 
‘es of 
from 
pos- 
ip he 
most 








Lesson for June 9 


foremost ... Leah... after... Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.” The hand- 
maidens, Bilhah and Zilpah, with their 
children, were a sort of shield for Leah 
and Rachel and their children. Notice 
Jacob’s special regard for Rachel and 
Joseph, giving them the place of maxi- 
mum safety. 

Verse 3.—“. . . bowed himself to the 
ground seven times...” The bowing 
to the ground was not a prostration, buf 
a bending from the waist until the up- 
per part of the body was parallel to 
the ground. This was done seven times, 
not in one spot, but as Jacob advanced 
toward Esau. 

Verse 4.—“And Esau ran... and em- 
braced him . . . and kissed him: and 
they wept.” Whatever hostile intent 
Esau had entertained vanished in the 
presence of his brother, and he received 
him with all affection, after the manner 
of the Orient. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jacob had been accustomed to work- 
ing out his own problems. By his own 
quick-wittedness he had wrested the 
birthright from his brother Esau. Tu- 
tored by his mother, he had exercised 
guile to secure the patriarchal blessing. 
His méeting with God at Bethel had not 
made him a God-dependent man, but 
for twenty years, in his dealings with 
Laban, he had met cunning with cun- 
ning, until Laban’s sense of being beaten 
at his own game expressed itself in 
resentment, and Jacob made good his 
escape, 

But now Jacob was in a situation 
which was beyond his cunning. He was 
no match for Esau and his four hun- 
dred, who were doubtless armed. He 
did indeed send before him a most gen- 
erous gift for Esau out of his herds and 
flocks as a conciliatory gesture. He di- 
vided his flocks into sections and even 
his family into groups so that if Esau 
fell on one segment, the others might 
escape. Still he realized that these little 
bits of strategy were an insufficient an- 
swer in the present emergency. Having 
exhausted his wits, then, he did what 
he ought to have done years before. 
He went alone—with God. 

Perhaps, indeed, he just went alone. 
But at any rate, God met him; and that 
meeting changed everything, including 
Jacob himself. 

The “man” who wrestled with Jacob 
by the Jabbok is spoken of by Hosea 
as “the angel” (Hos. 12:4), and is iden- 
tified as God (Hos. 12:3; Gen. 32:28, 
A.S.V., 30). Jacob was not easily sub- 
dued. No doubt the physical wrestling 
here described represents the spiritual 
struggle. God was striving for Jacob’s 


submission, but there was a lot of self- 
will still in him, so that it required 
a disabling to bring about that submis- 
sion. The surrendered Jacob was now 
as determined to be blessed as he had 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. June 2.—Brothers Divided (Tem- 
perance) ....Genesis 25:27-34; 27 and 28 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 16.—Joseph, a Favorite Son. 
Genesis 37 








been to resist. God does not want to 
break our determination. He just wants 
to turn it into the right channel. 

So the resisting of self-will is for- 
gotten and by the clinging of faith Ja- 
cob becomes the blessed of the Lord. 
His new name, Israel, does not com- 
memorate his striving against God but 
his striving with God—not his resistance 
but his clinging. It is not the wrestling 
of self-will that prevails with God, but 
the determination of faith. That is what 
makes a Jacob an Israel, a prince of 
God. 

All Jacob’s cunning could not have 
quenched the wrath of Esau, nor es- 
caped his might, but the subdued man 
had power with men, and the God of 
Jacob defended him. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A wrestling that issued in lameness 
(Gen. 32:24, 25) 

2. A plea that issued in blessing (vs. 
26-29) 

3. An approach that issued in reconcil- 
iation (33: 1-4) 


Topics for Development 

How To Meet People. It was no easy 
meeting that lay before Jacob. The re- 
port that he had received from his serv- 
ants did not tend to diminish his fears 
that twenty years had not quenched 
Esau’s wrath. But Jacob had good prep- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE did Jacob’s two notable en- 
counters with God take place? 

2. Where did Jacob spend the inter- 
vening years between these two en- 
counters? 

3. What news greatly disturbed Ja- 
cob on his trek home to Canaan? 

4. Into what four groups did Jacob 
divide his family? 

5. How were Jacob’s two wives re- 
lated to each other and to Jacob? 

6. Where in the Prophets is Jacob’s 
wrestling referred to? 

7. What did Jacob believe concerning 
the “man” who wrestled with him? 

8. What had Jacob sent ahead in an 
attempt to appease Esau? 

9. In what manner did Jacob bow 
himself to the ground? 

10. How do you account for Esau’s 
conciliatory attitude to Jacob? 


(Answers on page 427) 
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aration for that meeting. His prepara- 
tion was a meeting with God, and from 
it he went to meet his brother in a 
spirit of neither braggadocio nor servil- 
ity, but with a friendly dignity and 
courtesy. There is no better prepara- 
tion for meeting people than a meeting 
with God. Whether we have to con- 
sult on the business or social level, 
whether it be with superiors, inferiors, 
or equals, whether it relate to problems 
or routine matters, we shall be much 
better fitted for the encounter when we 
have been first alone with God. There 
will be poise, strength, confidence, and 
self-control, and difficult and danger- 
ous situations will have a way of yield- 
ing—not to our superior talent, but to 
the power of God, whose presence goes 
with us. Make a point of preparing for 
every day’s appointments by means of 
a meeting with God. 

From Resistance to Persistence. There 
is a difference between wrestling against 
God and wrestling with God. God’s 
first objective with Jacob was to secure 
his submission. But Jacob was not an 
easy man to subdue. Only when he 
was reduced to disability did he submit. 
His self-confidence was broken and his 
self-will bent under the pressure of the 
hand of God in that midnight wres- 
tling. Then from unholy resistance Ja- 
cob turned to holy persistence. “I will 
not let thee go except thou bless me,” 
he cried (Gen. 32:26). That is a cry 
that pleases God. Our Lord Himself 
has taught us the value of importunate 
prayer (Luke 18:1-8) and has presented 
prayer not only as an asking, but as 
an asking and ‘a seeking and a knock- 
ing (Luke 11:9, 10). Once we cease 
our resistance, there is no end to what 
persistence will do with God. The more 
persistent we become, the more will 
God promote us in His household. Ja- 
cobs will become Israels. 


Practical Applications . 

Why wait till you are facing a crisis 
before getting alone with God? Do 
business alone with God and you will 
be ready when the crisis comes. 

Meet God with the resistance of self- 
will and you will be maimed; meet Him 
with the clinging of faith and you will 
be blessed. 

The only way to become a new man 
is to tell God honestly what kind of 
man you are. If you would be an Is- 
rael, confess that you are a Jacob. 

God’s princes are neither braggarts nor 
obsequious slaves, but are humble and 
polite gentlemen (33:3). 

Be at peace with God, and see how 
He will bring your enemies to be at 
peace with you, 


Golden Text 

Col. 3:13—“Even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye.” We shall never be 
called upon to forgive as much as we 
have been forgiven, nor will it cost us 
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to forgive what it has cost Christ. Re- 
membrance of this will help us to for- 
give others. If we refuse to forgive, 
it must be because we have not real- 
ized how greatly we have been forgiven. 


ELMuusstT, ILL. 
+ 3 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNsS 

“O God of Bethel” 

“Lead, Kindly Light” 

“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose patience 
bears with our sin and folly so long, 
“forgive our foolish ways; reclothe us 
in our rightful mind” and lead us in the 
right and good Way. Bless our study 
of this lesson and by it help us in all 
our ways to acknowledge Thee and live 
only to please Thee. Today let Thy 
Word go out in power, here and every- 
where, that sinners may be converted 
unto Thee. Be pitiful to the sick, the 
sad, and the needy; bring them Thy 
wise help and loving comfort. Guide 
the leaders of this and other lands with 
Thy wisdom for this time and merci- 
fully preserve us from all the sin and 
jevil that would destroy us. In Thy 
time bring in the reign of Jesus Christ 
in all the earth that He may be glori- 
fied and justice and peace may flourish. 

Hear us for His sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The change in 
Jacob’s name marked a change in Ja- 
cob himself. To this time he had bat- 
tled his way against Esau and Laban 
in a game of wits, his wits against 
theirs. At last he was at wit’s end cor- 





WHEN IN TROUBLE— 


ONFESS SIN 
Contr YOUR WAY T0 GOD 
ner. The brother from whose murder- 
ous anger he had fled years before was 
now coming toward him with an armed 
force Jacob could not withstand. See- 
ing that none but God can help now, 
he humbly prays and is assured of God’s 
help (Gen. 32:9-12). That help came, 
and Jacob’s efforts to win his brother 
to a peaceable attitude succeeded. The 
Bible says, “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding” (Prov. 3:5); but 
Jacob had relied on his own scheming 
and now was in the gravest trouble and 
danger. It brought him to the end of 
self-trust and he just clung to God. 
Then God’s help came. All was pictured 
in that mysterious wrestling match. 
When Jacob gave up wrestling and just 
clung.to his opponent for his blessing, 
then the blessing came. 

Perhaps you have been leaning on 
your own understanding instead of 
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trusting in the Lord; and today you are 
in trouble through disregard of God, 
through trying to battle through your- 
self. “You need to do what Jacob did: 
cease relying on your own strength and 
wisdom, confess your sin and folly to 
God, and plead for His mercy and aid. 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths” 
(Prov. 3:5, 6). God did it for Jacob 
when he turned everything over to 
Him, and God will do it for you when 
you have the change of heart that Jacob 
had. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jacob was left alone ...” (Gen. 
32:24).—Twenty years before, Jacob 
had left Canaan because Esau had 
threatened to kill him. Now, he sénds 
messengers ahead to inform Esau where 
he has been and what he has acquired. 
The messengers return with the news 
that Esau is coming to meet him with 
400 men. “Jacob was greatly afraid 
and distressed.” 

In the first verse of our chapter we 
are told that “the angels of God met 
him.” This should have been inter- 
preted as protection from God for him 
against all hostile enemies (Psa. 34:7). 
When Jacob saw the angels, he said, 
“This is God’s host.” And he could— 
and should—have added, “They have 
been sent to guard me on my way to 
the land of my fathers, and to my kin- 
dred, where the Lord told me to go” 
(Gen. 31:3). But instead, he takes mat- 
ters in his own hands and makes plans 
for his protection against Esau and his 
host (vs. 6-8). 

Then: he prays, reminding God of 
His promise. He acknowledges his un- 
worthiness of the Lord’s mercies and 
of the truth revealed to him. He also 
puts in a plea for deliverance from the 
hand of Esau (9-12); all of which was 
most becoming on Jacob’s part. 

Will he now leave the matter in the 
Lord’s hands and enjoy peace of mind 
about the whole affair? No, he will 
not. He immediately plans to placate 
his brother! How like ourselves! We 
often act as though we had never read 
such passages as Luke 18:1; Philippians 
4:6, 7; Hebrews 13:5, 6; and 1 Peter 5:7! 

So, after he prepares his present for 
Esau and instructs his servants what 
to say when they meet Esau,‘ he sends 
them on their way and he is left alone 
—the best thing that ever happened to 
him! 

Illustrating Matthew 6:6, Gordon A. 
Carlson says: “The traffic light had just 
turned red. Father was watching the 
minute hand of the clock on the First 
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National Bank. ‘Three minutes to 
three,’ he muttered. ‘By the time I 
park the car, the bank will be closed.’ 

“‘Dad,’ a voice from the back seat 
spoke, ‘why don’t they keep the bank 
open as long as the stores? They work 
only a short time, don’t they?’ ‘Well, 
son,’ explained Father, ‘most of the em- 
ployees work long after the bank doors 
are closed. Much of their work has 
t6 be done without interruption, after 
the doors have been shut.’ 

“This makes us think of the Chris- 
tian’s prayer life. How often is true 
prayer done behind closed doors! We 
do pray while at services, and in family 
groups, or with our friends. But it is 
when we are alone that we really cem- 
mune with.God our Father. Our most 
effective prayers are those offered after 
the door is closed and we are alone 
with God, 


“ .. there wrestled a man with him 
.. .” (Gen. 32:24).—Since Jacob was 
not permitting the Lord to take control, 
his mind must have been filled with 
such questions as, “How will Esau act?” 
“Will he kill the persons and slaughter 
the flocks and herds?” This was a 
sleepless night for Jacob, as our text 
reveals. Just to wait must have been an 
extremely heavy trial for such an active 
man as Jacob. 

We are exhorted both to wait on and 
for the Lord (Psa. 27:14; Isa. 30:18). 
How like Jacob we often are! And like 
the small boy who was promised a trip 
to a nearby city. It seemed to him as 
though the time to leave would never 
come. “Let’s hurry,” he said, jumping 
up and down in his excitement. “Be 
patient,” soothed the mother, “we'll be 
on our way soon.” “But, Mother, I just 
can’t wait,” cried the boy. “Well, then,” 
the mother replied, “don’t wait.” A be- 
wildered look came over the boy’s face. 
“IT guess I don’t know how not to wait.” 
We pray, and we can’t wait to see if 
our prayers are going to be answered! 


“. . he touched the hollow .. . of 
Jacob’s thigh .. .” (Gen. 32:25).—I once 
read that the sinew of the thigh is the 
strongest part of the human body. Ja- 
cob had to be deprived of his strength 
and learn to count on the Lord for 
divine strength. 

At Peniel—“the face of God”—the sun 
rose upon him (v. 31). What a new 
day that was for Jacob! And what 
about the insurmountable difficulties in 
the way of meeting Esau? They van- 
ished! “Esau ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him: and they ‘wept.” The 
brothers were reconciled! : 

The ministry of reconciliation has 
been committed to believers, and we may 
say to the unsaved, “We pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” 
—by the death of His Son, 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Lesson for June 9 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the big word in our 
lesson today is reconciliation. It is 
one of the great words in our language, 
ranking with redemption and salvation, 
and it has a tremendous bearing upon 
your present and eternal happiness. 
Let us compare it to the word pitcher 
in a baseball game. He is the most 
important man on the team. In the 
initial act of every play he must guard 
against an error. The other players 
have only an occasional chance to fum- 
ble or throw wild. Reconciliation must 
be complete at the start and follow 
through to the end. The word indicates 
“there has been a bad break in rela- 
tionships, and now there is going to be 
a happy ending to the break. It is a 
word which was in God’s thoughts and 
plans before the foundation of the 
world, for He knew man would by his 
own sinfulness be alienated from Him, 
and in God’s loving heart a plan had 
to be made whereby lost men could be 
reconciled and come into the blessed 
relationship of sons—and joint-heirs 
with Jesus Christ. 

And this is not all. When you be- 
come reconciled to God you can help 
others to become reconciled. Listen to 
Paul telling the Corinthians: “And all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion; to wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. 
For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be 
made'the righteousness of God in him” 
(2 Cor. 5:18-21). 

Our lesson today shows how Jacob 
secured a reconciliation with his own 
brother, Esau, whom he had defrauded. 
Jacob sinned against both his brother 
and his old father—grievously sinned 
by lying and stealing. Yet, Jacob was 
so important in God’s plan that his 
name appears more than 350 times in 
the Bible record; and God is spoken of 
a number of times as “the God of Ja- 
cob.” Just see how he became recon- 
ciled to God and then to his brother. 
He wrestled all night in prayer. By 
morning he was almost exhausted but 
refused to quit without receiving a 
blessing, even though his thigh was put 
out of joint in the struggle. Then he 
received his new name, “Israel”—“for,” 
as the Spirit said, “as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast 
prevailed.” ° 


Fellows, you are enlisted under Jesus 
Christ, the “Prince of Peace.” Keep in 
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close touch with Him through Bible 
study and prayer, and you, too, will 
have power with God and be at peace 
with all men. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us see if we can answer the first 

six questions on “Thé Creation” 
card without looking at it. Today we 
learn the seventh one. Question: “What 
is the Lord Jesus doing now?” Answer: 
“Upholding all things by the word of 
his power” (Heb. 1:3). 

Now I am going to pass out the sil- 
houette pictures of the first seven land- 
marks of Genesis. Will you seven girls 
please arrange yourselves now in the 
right order? Fine: “Creation,” “The 
Fall,” “The Flood,” “Babel,” “Abraham,” 
“Isaac,” “Jacob.” 

Last Sunday we left Jacob at Bethel. 
That is the place where God had spoken 
to him as he slept on the ground that 
first night after he left home. What 
did God promise him? _(That He would 
be with him, and bring him back to his 
own land again.) Correct. 

Jacob continued his lonely journey to 
Haran the next day. When he finally 
got there, his cousin Rachel was bring- 
ing her father’s flocks to the community 
well to be watered. When he told her 
he was Rebekah’s son, she ran to tell 
her father, while Jacob watered the 
sheep. Rachel’s father Laban invited 
Jacob to stay with him, so he soon found 
out what an excellent worker his 
nephew was. Then Laban asked Jacob 
to name what wages he would want to 
tend his flocks for him. Jacob said that 
he would work for seven years for 
nothing if he could then marry Rachel. 
Laban readily agreed. But at the end 
of the seven years Laban played a 
wicked, cruel trick on Jacob. He mar- 
ried him to his older, unattractive 
daughter, Leah, instead of to Rachel. 
This was made possible because the 
bride was so heavily veiled during an 
Oriental wedding. When Jacob found 
out and rebuked Laban for it, he heart- 
lessly answered that it was customary 
for the older daughter to marry first, 
but that if Jacob would work for noth- 
ing for seven more years, he might 
marry Rachel as soon as the celebration 
for Leah was over. Jacob did this. 

When the fourteen years were over, 
Laban urged him to keep on working 
for him. Jacob then agreed to work 
for a share in the flocks and herds. 
During the six years that followed, 
Laban changed Jacob’s wages ten times 
because he thought his nephew was get- 
ting too large a share, 

After Jacob had worked for Laban 
twenty years, God told him he should 
now return tothe land of Canaan. When 
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Jacob told this to Rachel and Leah, they 
were quite willing to go with him. But 
Jacob did not tell Laban his plans, fear- 
ing he would make trouble. One day 
when Laban and his sens were away 
shearing sheep, Jacob left. When Laban 
got home and found that Jacob had 
gone with his family and their posses- 
sions, he gathered his men together and 
hotly pursued him. But the night be- 
fore Laban caught up with Jacob, Gog 
commanded him to let Jacob alone. So 
the next day, instead of harming him, 
Laban proposed that they set up a pillar 
where they met, promising that neither 
would ever pass that pillar to harm the 
other. Then Laban went back home, 
while Jacob thankfully went on with 
his family. 

But a greater danger threatened. 
Jacob was more afraid of his brother 
Esau than of Laban, so he sent mes- 
sengers to tell Esau that he was return- 
ing to Canaan. When they came back 
saying that Esau was coming to meet 
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him with four hundred armed men, 
Jacob knew that his brother still wanted 
to kill him. In his deep distress he 
prayed earnestly entreating God’s de- 
liverance, 

Then he decided to send Esau a mag- 
nificent present. He sent servants to 
take him 220 goats, 220 sheep, 30 camels 
with their colts, 50 head of cattle, and 
30 donkeys. But even after Jacob had 
sent so much, he was still afraid that 
his brother would kill him and all his 
family. 

Read Genesis 32:24-30. The “man” 
called “angel” in Hosea who wrestled 
with Jacob must have been the Son of 
God! After that night Jacob was a 
changed man and was given the name 
“Israel,” which means “Prince of God.” 

Genesis 33:1-4 tells about the meeting 
between the brothers. Jacob’s prayer 
was answered. Esau had been pacified 
by the generous gifts he had received, 
and the brothers were reconciled. 

What a lot of wealth Jacob was will- 
ing to sacrifice to be reconciled to his 
brother! Instead of giving it to Esau, 
he might have used it to hire soldiers 
to overcome him and his men. But 
how that would have displeased the 
Lord! Jacob chose to be a peacemaker. 
We should always make the same 
choice, unless making peace involves 
disloyalty to our Lord. 





Note: The silhouette pictures used in this 
lesson are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
departfnent may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A Ust of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Spiritual ‘Log. Jam.—Even as 

Christ forgave you, so also do ye (Col. 
3:13, Golden Text). In Ralph Conner’s 
“The Man From Glengarry” is the story 
of two log jams near the mouth of a 
Canadian stream. The one next the 
mouth belonged to French Cana- 
dians, the other to Glengarry Scots- 
men. The latter wanted through and a 
fight ensued. Big Hugh MacDonald 
was kicked in the stomach by Lenoir, a 
Frenchman, and died from it a few 
months later. Before his death he was 
taken to his home in the settlement. 
A minister called on him, ‘read the 
Bible and prayed, and then asked Hugh 
to join him in the Lord’s Prayer. Hugh 
did until they came to the petition, 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
‘ our debtors.” There he balked, told of 
Lenoir’s kick, concluding: “Him I'll 
never forgive. I pray God that He’ll 
spare me until I kill him.” The minis- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ter told him that Lenoir hadn’t treated 
Big Hugh any worse than the latter had 


treated Christ, and that he must forgive _ 


if he expected to be forgiven. He did 
and died with Christ’s peace on his face. 
The key log of the spiritual jam in Big 
Hugh’s heart was lack of forgiveness. 
When that was dislodged, the stream 
of salvation and peace ran clear.—Con- 
densed from Dr. S. C. Gamble, in the 
United Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Christmas Evans’ Cold Heart.—And 
Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of 
the day (Gen. 32:24). Christmas Evans, 
the Welsh evangelist, tells in his diary 
that one Sabbath afternoon he was 
traveling a very lonely road to attend 
an appointment, and he was convicted 
of a cold heart. He says: “I tethered 
my horse and went to a sequestered 
spot, where I walked to and fro in an 
agony as I reviewed my life. I waited 
three hours, broken with sorrow, be- 
fore God, until there broke over me a 
sweet sense of His love. I received from 
God a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
As the sun was westering, I went back 
to the road, found my horse, mounted 
it, and went to my appointment. On 
the following day I preached with such 
new power to a vast concourse of peo- 
ple gathered on the hillside that a re- 
vival broke out that day and spread 
throughout all Wales,”"—From “Streams 
in the Desert,” by Mrs. Cowman. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Broken at the Strongest Part.—And 
when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of 
Jacob’s thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled 
with him (Gen. 32:25). We said to a 
physician friend one day: “Doctor, 
what is the exact significance of God’s 
touching Jacob upon the sinew of his 
thigh?” “He replied: “The sinew of 
the thigh is the strongest in the human 
body. A horse could scarcely tear away 
the limb, pulling it straight. Only as 
he twisted it could he tear it apart.” 
Ah, I see: God has to break us down at 
the strongest part of our self-life be- 
fore He can have His own way of bless- 
ing with us.—From J. H. McConkey, in 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. E. Leven- 
good, Dayton, Tenn. 


When a Father Really Meant Business. 
—And he said, I will not let thee. go, 
except thou bless me (Gen. 32:26). A 
minister recently told of holding a 
meeting in the West. “At the close of 
a service a physician came to the front 
with his wife and took my hand and 
said, ‘I want you to pray for my two 
boys.’ I answered that I would, and 
this father and mother turned to go 
away. But there was a fine old saint 
standing by who was too wise to let 
the matter rest there. Therefore he 
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dared to ask the doctor, ‘Did you ever 
put yourself on the altar for these two 
boys?’ The doctor hesitated, and then 
said, ‘I do not know exactly what you 
mean,’ ‘I mean this: if those two boys 
were mine, I would tell God that I 
would not eat nor sleep until He saved 
them. And if you will thus put 
yourself on the altar for them, I will 
do the same.’ The doctor looked a bit 
startled at first. But he finally replied, 
‘I will do it,’ and he went home. As I 
thought over the proceedings I was per- 
plexed. I thought both of them had been 
rather rash. But the outcome proved 
the contrary. In far less than twenty- 
four hours both of these young men 
gave every evidence of having been 
genuinely converted.”"—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Escape by Prayer.—For as a prince 
hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed (Gen. 32:28). 
Three Scottish privates and a corporal 
had been cut off during a fierce engage- 
ment in a Belgian town one day just 
preceding Dunkirk. Taking refuge in 
the loft of an empty house, they awaited 
what seemed to be certain death. Out- 
side they heard the Germans setting fire 
to buildings, looting, killing. Suddenly 
the corporal said, “Lads, it’s time for 
church parade, let’s hae a wee bit of 
service here, it may be oor last.” The 
soldiers looked a bit astonished, but, 
placing their rifles in a corner, they 
stood at attention. The corpora] took 
a small Testament from his breast 
pocket and turned the pages. As he 
read, loud shouts’ came from below. 
Doors banged, and glass was shattered. 
He finished, and his grave face took 
on a wry smile. “I’m no’ a gude hand 
at this job, but we must finish it off. 
Let us pray.” The corporal stood with 
the Bible in his hand. The others knelt 
and bowed their heads. A little halt- 
ingly, and very simply, he committed 
their way to God and asked for strength 
to meet their coming fate like men. 
Suddenly a heavy hand crashed open 
the, door. An exultant exclamation in 
German was heard and then a gasp of 
surprise. Not a man moved, and the 
corporal went calmly on. After a pause 
he began, with great reverence, to re- 
peat the Lord’s Prayer. Hearing a click 
of his heels a second later, they knew 
the enemy was standing at attention. 
A moment of suspense, and then came 
the soft closing of the door and the 
sound of footsteps dying away. Gradu- 
ally the sound of battle moved on. At 
dusk the four men ventured out and, 
by making a wide detour, worked 
around the flank of the enemy. They 
reached the British outposts in safety 
that night.—From ‘Christian Reader’s 
Digest. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 
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Lesson for June 9 


Eyes To See.—Jacob lifted up his eyes, 
and looked (Gen. 33:1). There was a 
man who was discontented at home and 
set out to seek happiness. For years he 
wandered from place to place, -always 
throwing up everything after a month 
or two. There was always something 
wrong. Sometimes he did not like his 
work, sometimes he did not like the 
place, sometimes he fancied the climate 
did not suit him. Always discontent 
filled him, and sent him forth in new 
directions. Then one day, when the 
years had passed, and he was an elderly 
man, he found himself back at the vil- 
lage by the sea from where he had 
started. He rubbed his eyes and gazed 
around him with amazement. Never 
had he seen a place so beautiful—the 
sea was so blue; the sky was so clear 
behind the whitewashed cottages on the 
shore; the gorse [a spiny evergreen 
shrub with yellow flowers] lay like a 
carpet of gold on the cliffs. So different 
was it all from the place he had left 
that he stopped an old man passing by 
and asked if the village had not changed 
a great deal. “No, it has been the same 
the last fifty years,” he replied. He had 
stayed away all those years because he 
had not the eyes to see!—From the Chil- 
dren’s Newspaper. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Sure Remedy.—. embraced him, 
... and they wept (Gen. 33:4). The 
story is told of an old man who went 
around selling little boxes of “cement” 
which could be used to “mend all*fam- 
ily jars and even broken hearts.” Some 
laughed and had him pass on. Others 
opened the tiny box for which they had 
paid a trifle, and found within a small 
piece of paper on which was written 
the word love! Yes, it is the sure and 
only cure for family jars and broken 
hearts!—From the Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jacob Came Home 
(Gen. 32:6, 9-13; 33:la, 4) 
ND so he ran away from home. His 
father and mother told him to. No, 
that isn’t right! Well, you tell the story 
then, if you know who it is, (Review 
the stories of Jacob and Esau, and Ja- 
cob’s experience at Bethel.) Now let 
us name Jacob’s tricky sins: taking 
advantage of a hungfy brother, fooling 
a blind father, black lies. All these 
wrong things to get something God was 
going to give him anyway! 

Oh, how much trouble Jacob’s wrong 
ways made for him! God forgave him 
and blessed him. But God let his tricky 
ways come back to him in the stories 
this week: (1) Finding his relatives, 
Genesis 29:1-14. (2) The wrong bride 
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inside the wedding veil, verses 15-30. 
(3) Working for a tricky man, 30: 25-34, 
43; 31:1-9, 14-16. (4) Making peace 
with a tricky father-in-law, verses 17- 
32, 36-55. (5) Making peace with a 
brother he had wronged, chapter 32. 
(6) The brothers meet, chapter 33. (7) 
Keeping a promise to God, 35: 1-15. 

In twenty years away from home Ja- 
cob has become a changed man. But 
has Esau’s heart changed? Jacob comes 
down this way (point from Haran to 
the east side of the Jordan River, north 
of the Jabbok). He has hundreds of 


, cattle, sheep, donkeys, and camels, and 


many servants—a rich man! He has two 
wives, and two other slave wives, eleven 
sons, and at least one daughter—quite 
a family! Esau is not living at home 
now, either. Where do you suppose he 
is? (Gen. 32:3.) Find it on the map, 
southeast of the Dead Sea. Tom may 
be Jacob and read what he says to his 
messengers (vs. 4, 5). Who would you 
think had the birthright from the way 
Jacob speaks? Would it help to’make 


up between the two? Follow with your - 


finger where the messengers go. Now 
back. Ann may read the messengers’ 
reply (v. 6). What do you think that 
sounds like? 
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Jacob divides the animals and people 
into two groups, so that if Esau fights 
with one, the other might possibly get 
away. Now he prays (teacher read vs. 
9-12). Then Jacob thinks of a way to 
soften his brother’s heart. A present! 
Two hundred twenty goats, two hundred 
twenty sheep, thirty mother camels and 
their colts, cows, donkeys—nearly six 
hundred animals altogether—are sent 
along to meet Esau. Charlie may read 
Jacob’s instructions to the drivers of 
the animals (vs. 16-18, 20). Then Ja- 
cob takes his family over the brook, 
probably riding on camels, which wade 
through the water, and al] the rest of 
the animals are driven through. Now 
Jacob spends the night alone, wrestling 
with an angel visitor—the Lord! When 
Jacob finally gives in, the Lord blesses 
him and changes his name from Jacob 
to Israel, from “a cheat” to “a prince 
of God.” 

In the morning Esau and his four 
hundred arrive, spears and swords flash- 
ing in the sunlight. Jacob goes to meet 
him, bowing low seven times in the 
greatest respect, as though Esau were 
indeed the one with the birthright. 
Then what happens? Look! Esau runs 
to meet him, hugs and kisses him, and 
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they both cry, like long separated and 
dear brothers. You will read more of 
their friendly meeting this week. How 
the Lord did work things out in an- 
swer to Jacob’s prayer! And, no doubt, 
the presents and politeness, and not 
claiming the birthright helped. We hear 
of no more trouble between them, not 
even when Father Isaac died, and his 
property had to be divided. They lived 
apart, and neither bossed the other. 
God’s promises about the land and the 
blessing were given to Jacob. 

“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1, 
Memory Verse). When you have fam- 
ily troubles, or any other kind, try Ja- 


cob’s way of prayer—and politeness, 
and generosity. 
Orono, MAINE. 
L4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T was a very warm evening and 

it was raining. Bright lightning 
and loud thunder shook the Klines’ 
house. The small children were a tiny 
bit frightened. The older children 
loved the flashes and crashes. What 
they liked best about a summer rain 
was that as soon as it was over, they 
would be allowed to go outside bare- 
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foot and splash in the mud puddles! 
That was fun. 

“Instead of reading from the Bible 
for our family worship this evening, 
I am going to tell you a Bible story. 
All set?” Daddy wanted to know. The 
children were delighted. They were 
going to have mud puddles and a story 
told as’only their daddy could tell it. 
They always looked forward to family 
worship. But when Daddy told the 
story, they loved it! 

“In the very long ago,” Daddy began, 
as the children rested their heads on 
their hands, “Jacob had run away from 
home. He did that, you remember, be- 
cause he had cheated his brother, Esau, 
by taking his birthright and his bless- 
ing. He cheated, he stole, and he lied. 
Poor, miserable Jacob! He had expected 
to be away for only a little while. It 
was not that way, however. He had to 
work one year, two years, year after 
year after year. Finally twenty long, 
long years had gone by. By that time 
he was married and had a large family. 
He had many cattle and sheep and 
goats. He should have been a very 
happy man. 

“Unfortunately Jacob was very un® 
happy. He wanted to go back to his 
own home. He did not like the land 
in which he was living. The people 
there did not love the true and living 
God of Heaven whom he loved. God 
had forgiven him of his many sins. For 
Jacob to be in a place where the peo- 
ple—eyen his wife’s father—had false, 
make-believe gods, was a dreadfully 
unhappy thing. So he wanted to go 
home. How he must have thought 
about home! Then, with a jolt, he re- 
membered how he had cheated and 
stolen and lied. How could he ever 
meet his brother? What could he say? 
What could he do? 

“As bad.as it might be to face his 
brother, Jacob would not remain with 
his wife’s father. Carefully he planned 
how he would leave. He did not want 
Laban (his wife’s father) to know that 
he was going. Slowly and quietly his 
shepherds guided his flocks toward his 
homeland. Finally Jacob loaded his 
family with the children and babies 
onto his camels. Then, like a_ flash, 
they were off. 

“Three days later Laban heard that 
Jacob had run away. Oh, how angry 
he was! When he learned that one of 
his false, make-believe gods had dis- 
appeared, he was even angrier. So he 
started out after Jacob. One day, two 
days, three days, four days. The far- 
ther he traveled the angrier he be- 
came. Then he caught up with Jacob. 
‘Why have you stolen my gods?’ he de- 
manded. ; 

“Jacob hated make-believe gods. To 
have his father-in-law think that he 
should have taken one of them was an 
insult. ‘If you find your gods you may kill 
the person who has them!’ Jacob cried. 
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Lesson for June 9 


He was certain that no one had taken 
them. Suppose he had known that his 
very own wife had stolen the gods! La- 
ban went from one tent to another, 
searching, searching. Laban’s daughter 
Rachel (Jacob’s wife) sat on her camel’s 
saddle, begging her father not to make 
her get up. Suppose he had known that 
the false gods were hidden under her 
camel’s saddle! But Laban did not 
know nor did he find out. So he let 
Jacob go on his way—neither man lov- 
ing the other very much, you may be 
sure! 

“As Jacob neared his home he re- 
membered the mean things he had done 
to his brother, Esau. So he sent him a 
great big present: sheep, goats, and cat- 
tle. But God wanted Jacob to remem- 
ber that He was the one that would 
bring him into favor with Esau. That 
night God sent his angel to Jacob and 
by morning Jacob knew that it was 
only by God’s goodness that he could 
return to his land and to his brother. 
What a happy day it was when Esau 
rushed out and kissed Jacob! How 
good and kind and loving and forgiving 
is our Heavenly Father!” 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 421) 


1. At Bethel (Gen, 28:10-17) and Jab- 
bok (32:22-30). 


2. In Padan-aram, the home of his 
Uncle’ Laban, 


3. News of the approach of Esau with 
a company of four hundred men (32:6). 


4. Zilpah and Bilhah, the handmaids, 
with their children, made two groups, 
Leah and her children a third, and 
Rachel and Joseph the fourth (33:2). 


5. They were sisters, and first cousins 
of Jacob. 


6. Hosea 12:3, 4. 
7. That he was God (32:30). 


8. A gift of two hundred she-goats 
and twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes 
and twenty rams, thirty camels with 
their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, 
twenty asses and ten foals (32:14, 15). 


9. Bending the body forward till it 
was parallel to the ground. It was re- 
spectful but not servile. 


10. Time, Jacob’s gift, but chiefly the 
work of God to protect Jacob. 


EvuMuHuRsT, ILL. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Children at Home 


|. The Little Housekeeper 
Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


ALLY was a bright, thoughtful little 
girl of seven years. She lived in 
a rather lonely part of northern Ire- 
land, and although she had a long walk 
to school each day nobody ever heard 
her grumble about it. Sally loved 
school, and she loved the country, and, 
more than anything else, she loved the 
Lord Jesus. : 
Each day on her way to school she 
called for a little girl named Susie, but 


sometimes poor Susie couldn’t go to 
school. Her father drank, and she 
didn’t always have proper clothes. 
Sally. was troubled about the state of 
affairs in Susie’s home, and one day 
she said to her mother: “I wish our 
minister could talk to Susie’s father. 
Often she’s cold, Mother, and some- 
times hungry! If you didn’t give me 
an extra bit of lunch to share with 
Susie, she would be hungry more often. 
What do you think we can do, Mother?” 
Sally’s mother was a fine Christian 
woman. She realized how unusual her 
little daughter was, and was anxious 
to have her grow up to be a wise, kind 
woman, She was sorry, indeed, for 
poor little Susie and her mother, and 
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the two younger children, and she knew 
Susie’s father could be ugly when he 
had been drinking, and often she feared 
for his family. So far, nobody had been 
able to make the man see how cruel 
his conduct was. 

Sally repeated the question, and her 
mother said: 

“Dear, we must pray more for Susie’s 
father, and I’ll have another talk with 
your father and get him to see the min- 
ister, to sée what can be done. In the 
meantime we must be as kind as we 
can to Susie and her mother and little 
brothers, but, remember, you must 


never talk about this to the children at 
school or to anyone.” 

“Oh, no, Mother, I don’t tell things. 
You taught me not to do that,” said 
Sally. “And I love Susie and try hard 
to help her, but I don’t like going in 
her house: it’s dirty, often, and her 
mother cries a lot.” 

Then her face glowed, and she cried, 
“Oh, Mother, I just thought of some- 
thing! You know Susie has never been 
to Sunday school in her life. Couldn’t 
you ask her mother to let her come 
with me? Maybe Susie will learn to 
love the Lord Jesus like we do. Oh, 
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why didn’t I think of this before! You 
know Jesus can do everything, and 
maybe He will cause Susie’s father to 
stop the bad drink.” 

Later that day, the mother heard 
Sally’s voice in her little bedroom. Go- 
ing softly to the door she heard the 
child say: “And so, dear Jesus, I’m ask- 
ing You to make things better in Susie’s 
house. I’m only a little girl, and I don’t 
know much, but I’ve heard our minister 
say You can still do miracles; so please 
make Susie’s father a good man; and 
show me how to do my part to help, 
too.” 

The next day Sally called for Susie, 
on her way to school, but Susie couldn’t 
go. She answered the door when Sally 
knocked, and sobbed: 

“Oh, Sally, I’don’t know what to do. 
My father knocked Mother down on the 
floor last night, and he went away 
somewhere. My mother is talking 
funny, and the baby is crying. He’s 
hungry, but there’s no milk to give 
him.” 

Very quickly Sally was inside the 
house. She took a .look at Susie’s 
mother, and knew the poor woman was 
very ill. She said, “Susie, I’m going for 
my mother. My grandmother is coming 
this morning to stay with us for a 
while. She'll come, too, later—I know 
she will—and my grandma’s a nurse. 
Oh, please, Susie, stop crying! I’m sure 
Jesus is going to show us what to do.” 

Quickly Sally got her mother who 
immediately sent her to a nearby neigh- 
bor for help. Together the two women 
got Susie’s mother to bed, and made 
the baby comfortable. The kind neigh- 
bor called a doctor who said - Susie’s 
mother would be all right in a few days, 
but needed some good food and care, 

While poor little Susie, with fear in 
her eyes, sat in a corner watching the 
women helping her mother, Sally was 
tidying up the kitchen. In a little while 
the women were amazed to hear her 
say: 

“Mother, will you and Mrs. Jones have 
a cup of tea? The water is boiling, and 
the groceries you and Mrs. Jones 
brought are all put away in the cup- 
board. I’ve made some porridge for 
Susie and her brother.” 

Mrs. Jones looked at Sally’s mother 
and said: “If that doesn’t beat anything 
I’ve ever seen before! Sally’s only 
seven; I think she’s wonderful!” 

“I’ve taught Sally to do things around 
the house,” replied the mother. “I feel 
she ought to know something about 
housekeeping, even at seven.” 

The neighbor went home to attend to 
the needs of her own family, and Sally's 
mother had to go home for a little time 
also, but before she left, she said to 
Sally: 

“Now, Sally, I’m leaving you in charge 
for a while. I must see about your 
father’s dinner, and Grandma will be 
here soon. She will be tired after her 
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journey, but we will be back as soon 
as possible. Be careful around the 
stove, as I taught you, and keep the 
other children quiet so their mother can 
rest. And, Sally, don’t forget Jesus 
heard your prayer yesterday, when you 
asked Him to help you do your part. 
I believe the answer for Susie and her 
mother is coming, and the Lord is using 
my brave little daughter. You don’t 
know how happy I am about it.” 

“Oh, Mother,” said Sally, with shining 
eyes, “I’m so happy He is showing me 
how to help!” 

(To be continued) 


The Doubts of John the Baptist 
(Continued from second page) 


“least,” for He is not least; or is Jesus 
comparing Himself with God the 
Father and calling Himself less than 
He? Or is this just Jesus reminding 
us that God’s thoughts are so much 
higher and different from ours and 
His ways of judging and rewarding? 
—A Nova Scotia reader. 

In Matthew 11:3 John the Baptist 
asked, “Art thou he that should come, 
or do we look for. another?” (He said 
nearly- the same words in Luke 7:19.) 
This implies some doubt on John’s part, 
and Christ sent back a message giving 
evidence of His power to prove that 
He was the Messiah, referring to such 
prophecies as Isaiah 35:5, 6 and 61:1. 
It will not seem so strange that John 
doubted, when we remember that he 
did not have the full revelation we 
have, that Christ had not yet died and 
risen again, and that John himself was 
kept in prison and Christ had not seen 
fit to deliver him. If John were al- 
ready saved by trusting in Christ as 
his Saviour, then he was not lost when 
he doubted; for the Lord Jesus later 
said, “And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). Probably more 
Christians have doubts at one time or 
another than they are willing to admit; 
and many of the godly writers of earlier 
centuries were honest enough to admit 
that they were at times plagued with 
doubts, but they did not give way to 
them, they rested on the Word of God, 
and He enabled them to overcome. 
Evidently John was puzzled to know 
whether Jesus of Nazareth was really 
the prophesied Messiah. The great les- 
son for our own hearts today in Christ’s 
reply to John is this: “And blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended in 
me”—no matter what our circumstances 
may be. 

Matthew Henry has an extended com- 
ment on “notwithstanding he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.” He applies it first to 
“the kingdom of glory. John was a 


great and good man, but he was yet 
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in a state of infirmity and imperfection, 
and therefore came short of glorified 


saints, and the spirits of just men made ‘ 
perfect.” Further, he has this helpful 


comment: “By the kingdom of heaven 
here, is rather to be understood the 
kingdom of grace, the Gospel-dispensa- 
tion in the perfection of its power and 
purity; and he that is less in that is 
greater than John. Some understand it 
of Christ himself, who was younger 
than John, and, in the opinion of some, 
less than John, who always spoke di- 
minishingly of himself; I am a worm, 
and no man, yet greater than John; so 
it agrees with what John the Baptist 
said (John 1:15), He that cometh after 
me is preferred before me. But it is 
rather to be understood of the apostles 
and ministers of the New Testament, 
the evangelical prophets; and the com- 
parison between them and John is not 
with respect to their personal sanctity, 
but to their office; John preached Christ 
coming, but they preached Christ not 
only come, but crucified and glorified. 
John came to the dawning of the Gos- 
pel-day, and therein excelled the fore- 
going prophets, but he was taken off 
before the noon of that day, before the 
rending of the veil, before Christ’s 
death and resurrection, and the pouring 
out of the Spirit; so that the least of 
the apostles and evangelists, having 
greater discoveries made to them, and 
being employed in a greater embassy, 
is greater than John. John did no mir- 
acles; the apostles wrought many. The 
ground of this preference is laid in the 
preference of the New-Testament dis- 
pensation to that of the Old Testament. 
Ministers of the New Testament there- 
fore excel, because their ministration 
does so, 2 Corinthians 3:6, etc.” 

Dr. Scofield differs with Matthew 
Henry. His comment on Matthew 11:11 
is: 

“Positionally- greater, not morally» 
John Baptist was as great, morally, as 
any man ‘born of woman,’ but as to the 
kingdom he but announced it at hand. 
The kingdom did not then come, but 
was rejected, and John was martyred, 
and the King presently crutified. The 
least in the kingdom when it is set up 
in glory .. . will be in the fullness of 
power and glory. It is not heaven 
which is in question, but Messiah’s 
kingdom.” 

we 


Korean Orphans 
(Continued from page 419) 


Sometimes they close down and the 
children have to leave, though at times 
other places take some of them. Those 
that leave, or are deserted, are pitiful 
specimens indeed, 

The tiny infants are received from the 
City Hall (I am now referring to the 
Sun-Ai-Wun), some are found by police 
and brought to the orphanage, some 
are unwanted, and deserted in the house 
where they were born, some are taken 
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to the garbage heap where dogs can 
find them, and some are left at the 
orphanage door late in the night. Some- 
one left one in front of our gate about 
9 p.m. once, and we took it out to this 
orphanage, about ten that night. We 
named it with my wife’s name! It was 
a little girl, and is now growing 
fine, and under excellent care. Chris- 
tian nurses teach the children about the 
Lord Jesus, and they learn hymns and 
Bible verses. When they get older, the 
great problem of tuition at school comes 
in, and there is always anxiety as to 
where these funds as well as daily sus- 
tenance will come from. Your gift will 
be of the greatest encouragement, and 
cause of thanksgiving to God. None of 
the children are overfed, as the food 
supply is very limited, and none are fat. 

Dr. W. H. Chisholm adds that there 
are about seventeen orphanages con- 
nected with the church with which he 
and the Malsbarys are affiliated in Ko- 
rea. Any who would like to share in 
supporting these orphanages may send 
designated gifts to the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, 246 W. Walnut Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44, 
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| Heart-touching 124-page Moody book 

E! MUSINGS OF A MOTHER free with 

one-year $3 subscription to MY CHUM 

story magazine 4-14; or free with $3 subscription to 
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The Call of the Orient 


A listener in the jungles of Mindanao writes: 
“Listeners really believe that Christ is coming 
soon because Even Boxes Are PREACHING 
THE GospeL. This way, even the last tribe 
in the jungle can hear.” Will you pray? 

THE FAR EAST BROADCASTING COMPANY 
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Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick 


HE summer conferences at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., offer 
a fine opportunity for spiritual and phys- 
ical refreshment, in company with other 
Christians and amid beautiful surround- 
ings. There will be nine Victorious Life 
Conferences again this summer. Meet- 
ings are held, as a rule, in the mornings 
and evenings, leaving the afternoons 
free for tennis, boating, canoeing, swim- 
ming, and other forms of recreation. 
The conferences planned for the com- 
ing summer are as follows: 
Memorial Day—May 29 to June 2 
Student—June 8-16 
Fourth of July—July 3-7 
First July—July 9-14 
Ministers’—July 15-18 
Second July—July 20-28 
Young People’s—Aug. 3-11 
Second August—Aug. 17-25 
Labor Day—Aug. 30 to Sept. 2 
An illustrated folder, giving the names 
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of the speakers, directions for reaching 
Keswick, registration and entertainment 
rates, and other helpful information will 
be sent upon request. 

The new address! of the Victorious 
Life Testimony is 4429 Larchwood Ave., 
Philadelphia 4. 


Substitute and Student Funds 

There are numbers of Christian peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who would 
like to attend a conference at America’s 
Keswick, but who cannot afford to. 
Others who have received blessing there 
are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others to.go to Keswick. 

There are in this country many for- 
eign students, whom the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship would like to in- 
vite to the Student Conference, June 
9-17. But most of them cannot pay their 
own expenses. Christians who have a 
special interest in seeing that foreign 
students, who may come from pagan 
countries, attend the Student ‘Confer- 
ence, may send gifts designated for “For- 
eign Students.” 

Gifts for either of these funds should 
be so designated and sent to the Victo- 
rious Life Testimony, Inc. 


we 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each_order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Cathy and Carl Shipwrecked. By 
Dorothy Grunbock Johnston. (Scrip- 


‘ture Press, Wheaton, Ill, $1.50.) This 


fourth book in the Wagon Train Series 
continues the story of Cathy and Carl, 
who have already had many interesting 
and exciting adventures as they trav- 
eled with their parents over the Oregon 
Trail to the great Northwest country. 
With a comprehensive sketch of the first 
three of the series, this fourth story can 
be fully enjoyed by those who have not 
read the others. Now Cathy and her 
brother Carl, with “Pa,” have high 
hopes of being united with Mother and 
the rest of the family as they leave the 
“diggin’s,” and travel toward Puget 
Sound. Although “Pa” had enough gold 
nuggets to take care of the trip, trag- 
edy seemed to threaten when robbers 
attacked them. All three trusted the 
Saviour and He took them on their way. 
Shipwreck, capture by Indians, and a 
thrilling rescue combine to make up this 
tale, which will fascinate every boy and 
girl who reads it. Children 10 to 14 will 
realize again that “all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.” 
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My Bible Story Book. By G. L. Wind. 
(Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; 
$1.) It will be love at first sight for any 
young child when he sees the shiny red 
cover and the thought-provoking col- 
ored pictures that illustrate each story 
of this book. And his heart will be 
encouraged to love the Saviour as he 
reads, or has read to him, these sim- 
ple but meaningful stories. Their short 
sentences trace through the Old Testa- 
ment the thread of God’s plan for the 
coming Redeemer, beginning with Adam 
and Eve, and then tell of Christ’s life 
here on earth. The short memory verses 
given with the stories will add to the 
value of this work when it is used both 
in the Sunday school and the home. 


Ben’s Busy Service Station. By Jene 
Barr; illustrations by Chauncey Malt- 
man. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6, clothbound, $1.25.) Most little boys— 
and girls—are “all eyes” when Daddy 
stops the car at the service station and 
says, “Fill her up.” And they will be 
“all ears” when they hear—or read— 
how it’s done. Ben, the owner, and 
Gus, his helper, are busy all day attend- 
ing to their duties at “Ben’s Busy Serv- 
ice Station.” They not only sell gaso- 
line but they check the radiator for 
water, and see if more oil is needed. 
They cheerfully clean the windshield, the 
windows, and even the headlights. 
When little boys and girls, after school, 
want their footballs and bicycle tires 
filled with air, these busy men are just 
as courteous as they are to the grown 
folks. Children will be interested and 
instructed in learning about the big 
underground storage tanks where the 
gasoline is kept, the great oil wells that 
pump up the raw oil out of the earth, 
and the refineries and tank trucks that 
all have a part in supplying power for 
Daddy’s car. Ben and Gus could safely 
be held up as shining examples to boys 
and girls who need to learn lessons in 
courtesy. 


The Hymnody of the Christian Church. 
By Louis F. Benson, D.D. (John Knox 
Press, Richmond 9, Va., $4.50.) Do you 
know what a “hymn tinkerer” is? This 
is just one of the many interesting ques- 
tions raised by the author in this his- 
tory of church music. Dr. Benson takes 
his readers from the earliest church 
music down to music of this present 
day and presents a wealth of informa- 
tion in this neglected field. Especially 
interesting and instructive is the chap- 
ter on hymn singing. He warns the 
preacher against dominating the wor- 
ship service. “While encouraging his 
people to be good listeners,” Dr. Ben- 
son says, “he may well develop them into 
the habit of becoming listless.” “Sing- 
ing should not be a Christian duty, it 
should be spontaneous.” “Sing praises 
unto His name; for it is pleasant.” The 
reading matter may be a little heavy 
at times for the average layman, how- 
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ever, the abundance of material in this 
field should prove most helpful to min- 
isters of the Gospel. This book is 
ranked among the classics in the field 
of hymnology by the officers of “The 
Hymn Society of America.” 


The Four Candles; also The Cloak. 
By Patricia M. St. John. (Children’s 
Special Service Mission, 5 Wigmore St., 
London, W. 1; 3s.) There were three 
candles whose light danced in the eyes 
of the little girl with the golden hair. 
The next week Aisha would come to 
see her light the fourth candle, and the 
Baby would be there, on so Aisha 
thought. Because Aisha, the little North 
African girl. came from a Moslem fam- 
ily, she had never heard of Christmas 
or the Lord Jesus Christ; and it is not 
until a broken arm places her in the 
care of a missionary hospital that she 
discovers that He who was the Baby 
is her Saviour. The second story tells 


of Mustapha, an orphan street urchin 
who had never known anything but 
bitter struggle for bare existence. When 
he discovers a need greater than his 
and gives everything he owns in an at- 
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tempt to save a sick child, he, too, finds 
the Saviour. With warmth of spirit 
and sympathetic insight into the 
thoughts and feelings of childhood, Pa- 
tricia St. John has here captured the 
wonder of both the birthday of the 
Christ Child and the new birth of two 
North African children. These two 
Christmas stories, combined in one 
small book, should be a “must” for the 
children’s Christmas stockings. 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 9 


2. Price Tags on Behavior 
(Matt. 16:24-27; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
6¢7 WOULD give anything,” said a 
young man to a Christian worker, 
“to have a faith and Christian experi- 
ence like yours.” 

He spoke, perhaps, not fully realizing 
what he had said, and he was brought 
up sharply with surprise by the reply, 
“Well, that is exactly what it will cost 
you. All you have!” 

3 


We would think anyone was very 
foolish who, even though he had con- 
siderable means, paid no attention to 
price tags when making purchases. One 
of the first things that most of us want 
to know before we buy an article is, 
“How much does it cost?” Yet there 
are many young people today—and 
older ones too—that set out upon a course 
of behavior without the slightest con- 
cern as to what the cost will be. Then, 
when the day of reckoning comes, they 
are bewildered and crushed, and often 
resentful and ashamed. 

s€ 

This second in the series of four topics, 
“Watch Your Step,” seeks to point out 
the importance of counting the cost be- 
fore we undertake any course of action, 


‘ang to weigh carefully what we hope 


to gain by what we may have to pay for 
it. This is just as important in decid- 
ing to follow the Lord Jesus Christ as 
it is in making other decisions. The 
Lord Jesus taught His disciples this im- 
portant truth by reminding them that, 
if a man, for example, intended to build 
a tower, he should sit down first and 
figure out what it will cost in order to 
determine whether he had enough to 
pay for the project. In this way he 
could avoid having'an unfinished build- 
ing on his hands and incurring the ridi- 
cule of those who saw it. 

Likewise, Christ told them, a king, 
before setting out to make war upon 


* another king, if he were wise, would 
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sit down with his advisers and try to 
determine what were his chances of 
winning with the army he had. The 
Lord then applied this principle directly 
to those who had said that they wanted 
to follow Him, and He reminded them 
that to be a true follower costs some- 
thing, and involves a willingness to put 
Him first in all things, compared to 
which the natural affection for family 
and friends and loved ones is as hate 
(Luke 14: 25-33). 
se 


This great and important truth is 
sometimes overlooked, when appeals 
are made to young people to follow 
Christ on the ground that this is the 
manly or noble thing to do. True, it 
does take cOurage and a high purpose 
to decide for Christ. But if this is the 
only basis upon which the decision is 
made, thére will be many times of bit- 
ter discouragement, for there will be 
days and situations in which we shall 
not feel very brave or very noble, and 
will therefore have little firm ground 
under our feet. . 

To follow Christ, in the words of the 
first Scripture portion chosen for this 
topic, involves denying self and taking 
up our cross. Notice that this is not 
self-denial of some few pleasures that 
we may have been indulging in. Self 
denial is included, but the important 
point is that we must renounce our Own 
plans and ambitions and our own way 
and will and deliberately choose God's 
will and God’s way. We must deny 
self. Self must die, as is typified by the 
cross we must take up. 

If we think we can truly follow Christ 
and please Him and live an acceptable 
Christian life in any way short of such 
a decision as this, we are kidding our- 
selves, and we are sure to be disap- 
pointed and disillusioned. It is the 
same principle that Paul states in Ro- 
mans 12:1, 2, where he urges us to yield 
all that we are and have to God so that 
our very minds may be renewed and 
transformed, and so that we may know 
or understand what is God’s perfect will 
for us. 

se 


But our examination of the tag that 
shows the cost of following Christ 
should not prevent us from examining 
the cost tag on the opposite course. It 
costs something to follow Christ, but 
can we afford not to follow Him? All 
that this old world has to offer, which 
seems so attractive and worth while, 
cannot tip the scales in the slightest 
degree when our soul is on the other 
side of the balance. All that we can 
hope to gain by following our own way 
cannot last beyond the brief span of 
this earthly life. And in many, many 
instances, the pleasure and satisfaction 
we seek to obtain through our own 
efforts become tasteless or bitter, even 
in this life, On the contrary, the de- 
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1957 
Christian Fellowship Tours 
Alaska. . . . Hawail 





Thanks for your splendid re- 
sponse for reservations on the 
Alaska Tour, All available space 
on the §S.S. ‘‘Princess Louise” for 
July 12th sailing has been assigned. 


Christian-Fellowship-Alaska has 
over 1,200 ‘alumni,’ who hold 
treasured memories of delightful 
cruises under Sunday School Times 
auspices. Many of these friends 
have asked, ‘““How about a similar 
Christian Fellowship trip to Ha- 
waii?” So, Hawaii it will be, 
October 7 to November 1, 1957, 
under the leadership of Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice President 
of the Times. For information 
about this Hawaii Tour write The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 


S. 8: 228: @ 


Rather than disappoint those 
who wish to visit Alaska in 1957, 
the Northern Pacific can offer 
space on the Baptist Alaska Tour 
leaving Chicago August 7, or on 
the Episcopal Alaska Tour leaving 
Chicago July 18. 

These tours cover the same 
scenic route as the Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour and are conducted 
and escorted by efficient personnel. 


Itinerary folder describing these 


Alaska tours will be gladly sent 
upon réquest to: 


Northern Pacific Railway 


123 S. Broad Street—Room 927 
Philadelphia 9, Pa. 
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cisions we make to follow God’s way 
will bear fruit and will give lasting 
Satisfaction, not only in this, life but 
throughout all eternity. God does not 
ask us to yield our own wills and plans 
and ambitions in order to take from us 
everything that is enjoyable, good, and 
attractive. He asks this of us in order 
that He may pour into our lives in- 
finitely greater satisfaction than we can 
ever have in any other way. What 
price are you paying for your behavior? 
Is it worth it? 

PHILADEPHIA. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the international 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 3 to 9 


Mon., June 3.—Gen. 28:10-17. 
When Conscience Stirs. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Jacob 
awaked out of his sleep, and he~said, 
Surely the Lord is in this place; and I 
knew it not.” Conscience is the echo 
of God’s voice in the soul of man. It 
pinpoints sin and disapproves it. Its 
authority in matters moral is to be lis- 
tened to and obeyed, but it is not a 
perfect guide. Spiritual illumination is 
also necessary for knowing the will of 
God. Jacob had a tender conscience. 
In many it is seared as with a hot iron. 
Multitudes have defiled consciences. 
Keep faith in purity and a good con- 
science. Suffer to maintain it if neces- 
sary. Is your conscience a comfortable 
one? Pray for Arizona Bible Institute, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Tues., June 4.—Gen. 28:18-22. 
A Promise to God. 
Prayer Succestions: “If God will be 
with me... this stone, which I have 
set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee.” Keep 
your promises to God. Vows are solemn 
things. All are recorded in Heaven and 
charged against those who do not per- 
form them. Marriage vows must not be 
held lightly. Look at Malachi 2:14-16, 
and see how God looks at those who do 
not keep marital promises. Keep your 
good pledges: Pray for Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship, Fullerton, Calif. 


Wed., June 5.—Gen. 32:3-12. 
Extending the Olive Branch. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have sent to 
tell my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.” A gesture of peace, in the 
form of peace offering, often has the 
blessing of God in efforts to pacify of- 
fended people. Always seek pacification 
and reconciliation with those who have 
taken offense. “As much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom, 











12:18). 


In cases of socjal, domestic, 
and congregational disruptions, be care- 
ful to promote purity and peace. Pray 
for peace in the churches belongina to 
the Lord Jesus. 


Thurs., June 6.—Gen. 32:13-20. 
Gifts for Reconciliation. 


PraYER SvuccesTions: “A _ present.” 
Gifts to secure a favorable reception, 
to engage aid, to appease anger, and 
to show respect are mentioned in the 
Bible. After enlisting God’s mercy, Ja- 
cob appeased the anger of his brother, 
Esau, by showing a benevolent mood 
toward him. Let your efforts for rec- 
onciliation be both spiritual and prac- 
tical. Endeavor to make it, but be sure 
you give evidence that you really de- 
sire it. Pray for Spanish Christian Mis- 
sion, Inc., Grand Rapids, Mich, 


Fri., June 7.—Gen. 32:24-30. 
With Whom God Strives. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Jacob was 
left alone; and there wrestled a man 
with him until the breaking of the 
day.” He came face to face with God 
that night (cf. Hos. 12:4 with Gen. 32: 
28-30). The mysteries connected with 
the struggle need not perplex us. Many 
have proved by faith and prayer that 
God pardons ,ysin and grants blessings 
perseveringly sought. Do you have a 
“clinging faith’? Pray for the Bible 
Meditation League, Columbus, Ohio. 


Sat., June 8.—Gen. 33:1-11. 
A New Humility. 


PraYER SuccestTions: “The children 
which God hath graciously given thy 
servant.” Jacob’s humility was due to 
a meeting with the Lord. The more 
intimately one knows God, the better 
he knows himself to be a creature, and 
an undeserving creature at best. Hu- 
mility is absolutely necessary in the 
service of God, and for usefulness to 
others. Put humility on as a garment; 
be clothed with it, walk in it, but be- 
ware of false humility. Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, Inc., Philadel- 
phia. 


Sun., June 9.—Hos. 14:1-7. 
Return to God! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Return unto 
the Lord thy God; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with 
you werds, and turn to the Lord: say 
unto him, Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously: so will we 
render the calves of our lips.” Re- 
pentance and abandonment of evils, 
plus devotion to God, are great 
necessities in our time. A spiritual 
view of our numerous _iniquities 
would cause multitudes of us to faint 
and almost despair of pardon. Late 
in life as it is for many of us, let us 
turn to the Lord with a true heart, 
and give Him all that is left of life, 
in wholehearted service. Pray for 
the Carver Bible Institute, Atlanta, 
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